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Feeding grass silage to fattening pigs

Current production systems compromise pig health and
welfare through a lack of structural feed components,
which is associated with the development of gastric ul-
cers.

Feeding a diet which includes roughage, like grass silage,
increases pig gut health.

A reduction in gastric ulcers leads to increased animal
welfare. Additionally, roughage, such as grass silage, may
satisfy the pigs’ need for rooting and lead to a reduction
in tail biting. Furthermore, the pigs are occupied with
feeding for longer periods of time, which leads to a reduc-
tion in boredom. As grass silage has a good nutritional
value, it is an ideal supplement to concentrate feed.
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Note: feeding roughage does not negatively impact meat quality.

Provide fattening pigs with roughage on a daily basis (minimum 100-300 grams per pig every day)

Grass silage is an ideal roughage: it is very attractive for the pigs due to its taste and consistency. Besides grass
silage, grass, hay, and other types of silage have comparable effects on health and welfare.

To avoid feed waste and to provide good access, place feed in racks at an optimal height.

Place racks away from areas where pigs rest in order to avoid disturbances.
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The video “Feeding pigs: effect of silage” is available at the Organic Farm Knowledge platform.
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running from January 2018 to December 2020. The overall aim of OK-
Net EcoFeed is to help farmers, breeders and the organic feed pro-
cessing industry in achieving the goal of 100% use of organic and re-
gional feed for monogastrics.

Project website: ok-net-ecofeed.eu

Project partners: IFOAM EU Group (project coordinator), BE; Aarhus
University (ICROFS), DK; Organic Research Centre (ORC), UK; Institut
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I'Agricoltura Biologica (AIAB), IT; Donau Soja DS, AT; Swedish University
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