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BASELINE DATA

•Physical area of the Islands: 5,040 km²

•UAA around 211,000 ha, of which 20% organic agriculture

•Loss of around 28,000 ha in the last 10 years

•Around 7,300 agricultural holdings

•Small farms, mixed crop-livestock orientation

•Great diversity and genetic richness thanks to insularity

•Strong urban pressure that often generates competition with
agriculture

2



3

Through Decree 13/2018 of 18 May

1. The Catalogue of local varieties of agricultural interest of the Balearic
Islands is created with the following objectives:

a) Avoid the loss and genetic erosion of local varieties

b) Preserve an agricultural heritage at risk of extinction

c) Comply with international agreements and treaties and move towards
more sustainable agriculture

d) Overcome the limitations of state regulations that made it difficult for
farmers to conserve varieties

2. The Commission of Local Varieties is created

A coordinating, consultative, proposal, study and advisory body with a
multidisciplinary composition whose functions are:

a) Evaluate registrations, protect traditional denominations and promote
the conservation and sustainable use of local varieties

b) Prepare action plans and coordinate initiatives for the research and
recovery of varieties at risk (cultivated biodiversity action plan)
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SUPPORT MEASURES IN THE DIFFERENT 
PROGRAMMING PERIODS OF THE BALEARIC 

ISLANDSPeriod 2014–2020
Measure 10.1.3. Protection of varieties at risk of genetic erosion
(VREG)
Measure 10.2. Promotion of the conservation, sustainable use and 
development of genetic resources in agriculture (GGRR)

Period 2023–2027
Intervention 6505.1
Promotion and protection of varieties at risk of genetic erosion (VREG)
Intervention 6505.2
Promotion of the conservation, sustainable use and development of
genetic resources in agriculture (GGRR)
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OBJECTIVES OF THESE MEASURES

1. Contribute to halting and reversing biodiversity loss, enhancing
ecosystem services and conserving habitats and landscapes

2. Provide support to farmers who use plant varieties at risk of
genetic erosion of interest in the islands, for the work and effort
they carry out to conserve genetic material and to fight against its
denaturalisation, as well as to preserve the genetics of our
threatened native plant varieties

3. Promote the conservation, sustainable use and development of
genetic resources in agriculture in the Balearic Islands
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BENEFICIARIES

For the VREG measure:

• Holders of an agricultural holding

• Registered in an association or group whose objective is the
conservation or maintenance of crops at risk of genetic erosion

Agricultural holdings must meet the following requirements:

1. Be registered in the Agricultural Holdings Register (REA)

2. Cultivate one or more of the varieties included in the Catalogue of
local varieties of agricultural interest of the Balearic Islands

3. Have and dedicate to the crop at risk of genetic erosion a
minimum surface of 0.3 hectares
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BENEFICIARIES
For the GGRR measure:
• Public or private legal entities, including Local Action Groups (LAGs), with

registered office and scope of action in the Balearic Islands and carrying out
projects for the conservation and recovery of local varieties and the prevention of
genetic erosion and the loss of agricultural biodiversity

• Natural persons carrying out in situ conservation projects on their farm

The requirements to be met by beneficiaries are:
1. Demonstrate the technical capacity of the person responsible for the project:
• More than five years of experience in local varieties

Advice from a technician with at least two years of demonstrable experience in 
local varieties
50 hours of specific training in local varieties

2. Submit an action project with a minimum investment of €20,000
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ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES
For the VREG measure:
• Direct support to the farmer through premiums per hectare for the

cultivation of native varieties at risk of genetic erosion that are registered
in the catalogue
• Herbaceous crops: €565/ha
• Vegetables: €600/ha
• Fruit trees: €800/ha

For the GGRR measure:
• Prospecting, characterisation, description and preparation of the technical

report for the registration of local varieties in the catalogue
• Conservation in situ and ex situ of local varieties of the Balearic Islands
• Inventory of conserved local varieties of the Balearic Islands
• Promotion of the use of local varieties through dissemination and 

information activities
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ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES

• Training courses and preparation of technical reports
• Collection and/or reproduction of local varieties
• Creation and/or maintenance of a seed bank to conserve copies of the

recovered genetic material
• Creation and/or maintenance of plant collections, databases and activities

for the exchange of information between organisations at regional, national
or European level

• Participation in the Commission of Local Varieties of the Balearic Islands
• Prospecting, characterisation, description and preparation of the technical

report for the registration of local varieties in the catalogue
• Conservation in situ and ex situ of local varieties of the Balearic Islands
• Inventory of conserved local varieties of the Balearic Islands
• Promotion of the use of local varieties through dissemination and

information activities

Maximum eligible investment per beneficiary: €100,000
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RESULTS OBTAINED

VREG
2015: €875,000 paid for a commitment of 7 years
65 farmers, 360 hectares subsidised
2022: €266,000 paid for a commitment of 1 year
71 farmers, 488 hectares subsidised
2023: €4,750,000 granted for a commitment of 5 years
160 farmers, 1,712.50 hectares subsidised

Maximum area per variety and beneficiary: 
• Herbaceous crops: 15 ha per variety
• Vegetables: 3 ha per variety
• Fruit trees: 3 ha per variety

Subsidised hectares
• Herbaceous crops: 1,124.96 ha
• Xeixa wheat: 326.15 ha
• Fruit trees: 246.42 ha
• Vegetables: 14.97 ha
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RESULTS OBTAINED

RRGG

2018: €498,179, 8 projects financed at 100%

2022: €675,000, 9 projects financed at 100%

Current situation of the catalogue of varieties:

453 varieties registered in the catalogue from 50 different species
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CONCLUSION

Both instruments have been key tools to provide
security and economic support for carrying out the

described activities



THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR 
YOUR ATTENTION
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