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Sweet sorghum: a climate-smart beet sugar alternative
for Switzerland
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Landwirtschaft zum Anfassen

Environmental impacts of sugar beet production

High use of pesticides
in conventional
agriculture

Medium-high water
use

* Resistant to high temperature and
drought

* Low pest pressure

* Low need for inputs

* Limited soil erosion and soil
compaction

* Improved agrobiodiversity & soil
fertility

A ‘multipurpose crop’ with many uses for all parts
of the plant
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Innovation Booster

Soil compaction
[> Disturbed
microbiome

Underground crop
= negative impact

on soil structure
(harvesting)

Soil erosion

Sorghum syrup : a swiss and natural sugar alternative

¢ Natural and unrefined sweetener

« Rich in micronutrients and
antioxidants

* Gluten-free cereal
* Low processed product
* Easily soluble in beverages

* Applications as sweetener, thickener,
humectant

What’s next for sweet sorghum in Switzerland ?

Test and selection of the best sweet sorghum varieties for the Swiss
organic growing conditions (yield & quality)

Need for optimised harvesting equipments

Optimisation of the syrup process and quality to fit final usage

Need of investments in production infrastructure and machinery
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