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Module 23 – Understanding the European Context for Organic Seed and Plant Breeding Entrepreneurship

Topics 
This module provides an overview of the current socioeconomic, market and regulatory context shaping entrepreneurship in the organic seed and plant breeding sector in Europe. It combines project-level insights, sectoral analysis and policy developments to offer a consolidated picture of the ecosystem in which organic seed initiatives operate.

Learning objectives
By the end of this module, participants will have developed a clearer understanding of the European context in which organic seed and breeding entrepreneurship takes place, including the main structural characteristics and current dynamics of the sector.
Participants will strengthen their knowledge of the diversity and functioning of small and medium organic seed and breeding initiatives in Europe, including differences in organisational models, value chain positioning, market constraints and communication-related challenges, as well as emerging opportunities linked to organic breeding and differentiated market strategies.
They will also improve their understanding of the organic seeds EU regulation and the ongoing EU regulatory process on plant reproductive material, from the initial European Commission proposal to the positions adopted by the European Parliament and discussed within the Council, and will be better able to assess the potential implications of these developments for organic seed production, breeding and marketing.

Target groups
This module is addressed to actors interested in understanding the European framework within which organic seed and plant breeding initiatives operate. It is particularly relevant for organic farmers, seed producers, plant breeders and managers of small and medium-sized enterprises involved in the production, breeding or marketing of organic seeds and seedlings.
It also targets professionals and organisations engaged in breeding programmes, seed governance, advisory services and innovation support within organic food systems. From a crop perspective, the module is relevant for initiatives working with a wide range of crops, with a specific focus on arable crops and vegetables, and on organic heterogeneous material, open-pollinated varieties, local and traditional varieties and participatory plant breeding.

Units and training materials
Unit 1. Introduction to LiveSeeding project and its Organic Seed and Breeding Entrepreneurship Training Center.
· Presentations
· Maria Carrascosa, project manager RMAe - LiveSeeding organic seed and breeding entrepreneurship Training Center (English)
· Complementary reference materials

· Audiovisual materials
· Maria Carrascosa - Welcome and presentation of the LiveSeeding project (English) 

Unit 2. EU organic seeds regulation.
· Presentations
· Rosa García, Director  CAECV - Normativa en las semillas ecológicas. Retos y claves de la oferta y demanda de semilla ecológica (Spanish)
· Audiovisual materials
· Interview Rosa García, Director  CAECV (Spanish)
· Interview Ricard Ballester, organic agricultura responsable in La Unió Llauradora i Ramadera (Catalan)
· Interview Adrián Rodríguez–COMAV, Instituto Universitario de Conservación y Mejora de la Agrodiversidad, UPV (Spanish)

Unit 3. Insights of the organic seeds and breeding sector in Europe. Part I.
· Presentations
· Dora Maričić, IPS - Insights of the organic seeds and breeding ecosystem in Europe (English)
· Audiovisual materials
· Dora Maričić, IPS - Insights of the organic seeds and breeding ecosystem in Europe (English)

Unit 4. Insights of the organic seeds and breeding sector in Europe. Part II.
· Presentations
· Freya Schäfer, researcher FiBL Germany, and Mariateresa Lazzaro, scientific co-coordinator LiveSeeding, FiBL Switzerland - Insights of the organic seed and breeding sector in the EU (English)
· Audiovisual materials
· Freya Schäfer, researcher FiBL Germany, and Mariateresa Lazzaro, scientific co-coordinator LiveSeeding, FiBL Switzerland - Insights of the organic seed and breeding sector in the EU (English)

Unit 5. Revision of EU legislation on plant reproductive material. Part I.
· Presentations
· Maria Zintl, IFOAM - New legislation on Plant Reproductive Material (English):  
· Complementary reference materials
· The European Commission proposal for a Regulation on the production and marketing of plant reproductive material
· Audiovisual materials
· Maria Zintl, IFOAM - New legislation on Plant Reproductive Material (English)
Unit 6. Revision of EU legislation on plant reproductive material. Part II.
· Presentations
· Maria Zintl, IFOAM - Current status of the regulatory review process for the marketing of PRM in the EU (English)
· Complementary reference materials
· The European Parliament legislative resolution of 24 April 2024
· Audiovisual materials
· Maria Zintl, IFOAM - Current status of the regulatory review process for the marketing of PRM in the EU (English)
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