WP2 - Training on organic cultivar testing
Module 9 – Data management in on-farm cultivar testing
Unit 8.1 Introduction to data management
Self-directed learning: Research data in context
The University of Edinburgh has developed some free learning materials relating to all aspects of data at this website: https://mantra.ed.ac.uk/
Navigate to the MANTRA website and follow through the content in the first unit on “Research data in context”
Use the questions below to guide you through this material; feel free to write some notes in the space below each question
Be prepared to discuss your responses with the group
1. Slide 3 lists a number of benefits to be gained from research data management. Do you think these all apply to data from on-farm cultivar evaluation trials (CET)? Can you think of any other benefits not listed here that apply to CET?


2. Slide 4 explains the difference between data and information. Were you aware of this difference already? Do you think statistical analysis is always necessary for data to become information? Explain your thinking.


3. Skip the sections on Primary and Secondary data and geospatial data (these are not so relevant to on-farm cultivar testing). 
4. Starting at slide 12, take a look at the different types of research data and make a list of all the types you expect you would generate in an on-farm CET. This list will become useful when we talk more about data management plans!




5. Do you think the research records described on slide 13 are relevant to CET? Which ones are not relevant (if any). Explain your answer.



6. Slide 15 & 16 – List the different classifications of data[footnoteRef:1] your CET will produce and explain your answer below. [1:  Note that classifications are different from the types described in question 4] 



7. From slide 17 to the end is interesting information but so directly relevant to CET. Feel free to review this and make a note below if you think any of these topics relate to your CET project.


