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Conversion to organic navigation guide for 
Austrian farmers 

Problem  
Once a farmer decides to convert to organic, the needed 
steps and paperwork may seem complex.  

Solution  
In Austria, various institutions offer advisory services as 
well as a broad range of courses and trainings for farmers 
in conversion to organic. This practice abstract sets out 
steps to take and to give an overview of actors that can 
provide assistance (Figure 1). 

Benefits  
This practice abstract lists current trusted providers of organic advisory services for farmers who want to convert to 

organic production in Austria as well as all important actors involved in the process. 

Practical recommendations  
The legal basis of organic standards is the EU regulation 2018/484.  

• Pre conversion information: Regional agricultural chambers and the organic farmers association Bio Aus-

tria offer Individual farm consultancy and organic farm visit opportunities. 

• Websites with information about organic farming principles and standards: 

o www.lko.at/Bio   

o www.bio-austria.at   

o www.erde-saat.at   

o www.demeter.at   

o www.oekolandbau.de   

o www.fibl.org   

o www.bio-net.at  

• Sign certification contract: Certification bodies are private service providers accredited to conduct organic 

certifications. To start the transitioning process farmers can choose one of the following certification bod-

ies: ABG, BIOS, LACON, SGS, SLK, LKV. The certification body will once a year conduct an on-farm inspection 

visit to assure that the organic standards are followed. A conversion time of 24 months (or 36 months for 

permanent crops) must pass until the farm products can be labelled as certified organic. 

• Allowed inputs: Organic farm management means that operating resources are restricted according to 

Regulation (EU) 2018/484. Permitted inputs such as fertilisers, pesticides, or feed stuff with approval for 

organic farming are listed in the Austrian catalogue of permitted inputs.   

  

Applicability box 

Theme 

Conversion to organic – standards, regulations, certi-
fication and advanced training 

Keywords  

Conversion, control agency, advisory service, further 
education 

Context  

Austria 

https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/farming/organic-farming/organic-production-and-products_en
https://www.lko.at/ihr-lk-beratungsteam-f%C3%BCr-biologische-wirtschaftsweise+2400+2580042
https://www.bio-austria.at/
https://www.bio-austria.at/
http://www.lko.at/Bio
http://www.bio-austria.at/
http://www.erde-saat.at/
http://www.demeter.at/
http://www.oekolandbau.de/
http://www.bio-net.at/
http://www.abg.at/
http://www.bios-kontrolle.at/
http://www.lacon-institut.at/
../sgs-kontrolle.at
http://www.slk.at/
http://www.lkv-austria.at/
https://www.betriebsmittelbewertung.at/


 PRACTICE ABSTRACT 
 

 

 

OrganicTargets4EU is funded by the European Union (Grant no. 101060368) and by the Swiss State Secretar-
iat for Education, Research and Innovation (SERI) (Grant no. 22.00155). Views and opinions expressed are 
however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union, European Re-
search Executive Agency (REA) or Swiss State Secretariat for Education, Research and Innovation (SERI). Nei-
ther the European Union nor any other granting authority can be held responsible for them. 

 
 

 

• Seed and planting material: Only organic seeds and planting material are allowed in organic farming. A list 

of available organic seed lots for Austria can be found in the Austrian Organic Seed Database.  

• Advanced training: LFI, Bio Austria, FIBL, Demeter provide advanced trainings.  

 

 
 

Further information  

Further reading 

• Guide to becoming an organic farmer 

• Conversion to organic arable farming 

• Information about conversion times 

• Guide for conversion of grassland and animal husbandry 

Weblinks 

• Check the Organic Farm Knowledge platform for more practical recommendations.  
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Figure 1 - basic steps of conversion to organic 
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