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Produce apricots without any pesticides?
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But production under cover promotes aphids...




How to naturally control aphids?

Open rearing
of beneficials




Beneficials

Hoverflies Ladybugs Lacewings Parasitic wasps
(Episyrphus balteatus) (Adalia bipunctata) (Chrysoperia carnea) (Praon volucre,
Aphidius ervi, A. colemani,

A. matricariae,
Aphelinus abdominalis)
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Timeline of the trial “% *
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the barley aphid on barley beneficials
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Assessments of aphid infestation and
beneficial occurence on trees

First aphid
infestation
on trees
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Release of beneficials

Hoverfly pupae
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Ladybug larvae

Lacewing larvae

NO
RELEASE

Parasitic wasps
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% infested twigs

Trees: Aphid infestation and beneficial occurence

* More beneficials but also more aphid infestation in the netted treatment
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Infestation level

Barley: Aphid infestation and beneficial occurence

* More aphids on the barley in the netted treatment
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Barley vs. apricot trees: Aphid infestation and beneficials

* A lot more beneficials on the barley than on the trees (x2)
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450 twigs assessed
(45 trees, 10 twigs per tree)

Aphid infestation

Beneficials

=== Hoverflies (larvae)

=== | adybugs (larvae, adult)
=== | acewings (larvae)

- Parasitic wasps (parasitized aphids)
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Trees: Aphid infestation (leaf damage)

¢ Decrease of aphid infestation in the open treatment
vs. increase in the netted treatment
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Trees: Parasitic
wasps

Praon volucre Ephedrus spp. Aphidius spp.
netted open
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Conclusions

+ Very effective
aphid predators

+ Occur early and
throughout the
season

+ Easy to release
(as pupae)

FiBL

+ Very effective
aphid predators

- Occur a bit later

- Difficult to release
(as larvae)

- Not found

- Difficult to release
(as larvae)

+ Occur early and
throughout the
season

+ Easy to release
(as adults)

- Don‘t parasitize all
the aphids
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Conclusions

* Promote naturally occuring beneficials
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