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1. Place

2. Person

3. People

4. Book

5. Circle

6. Five Fruits

7. What if?
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1924 … back in the day

image: Rudolf Steiner Archive

“… a wish …” Rudolf Steiner^3



Rudolf Steiner*

“It has long been the wish of a number of anthroposophists whose calling is 
connected with farming and agriculture that I should hold a course containing 
what there is to be said about agriculture from an anthroposophical point of view. 

… the early part of the day, from 11.30 till 3 o’clock, was devoted to agriculture.

The aim of these lectures was to arrive at such practical ideas concerning 
agriculture as should combine what has been gained through practical insight 
and modern scientific experiment with the spiritually scientific considerations of 
the subject.”

Rudolf Steiner, 1924

source: Steiner, 1924, Anthroposophical Movement, p.9
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1924 … back in the day

image: Rudolf Steiner Archive
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Festung Breslau
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1924 … back in the day

image: Rudolf Steiner Archive

7,500 acres
3,035 hectares
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1924 … back in the day

image: Rudolf Steiner Archive

“roses … not enough arsenic”
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1924 … back in the day1924 … back in the day

image: Rudolf Steiner Archive
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tumultuous times
in Germany

“In these hard times …”
Rudolf Steiner, 1924, Lecture 1

1924 … back in the day
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1924 … back in the day
hyper inflation

image: J Paull

2m & 5m Marks
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Now …

“ … people were glad …” Paula Eckhardt^
image: J Paull
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Paula Eckhardt* 

“Koberwitz - what a wonderful time that was … 

That was during the bad times; people were glad get out into the country.

There was great muddle and fuss in Germany - but with us in Koberwitz it was like 
paradise, an island of peace and order - whilst all-around was tumult and uprisings … 
the Reds were in Hamburg, the browns in Munich, and we had inflation.

Dr Steiner was always put up in the Countess’s bedroom and drawing room, and Frau 
Doctor [Marie Steiner] in [another bedroom].

But the Course - what shall I say - that was a mighty affair … Yes! 

That was Whitsuntide 1924 and in 1925 Herr Doctor died. Would you believe it?” 

Eckhardt, maidservant, in von Keyserlingk (1999), pp 109.111,112 .
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Now …
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Now …

15



Main entrance

Side entrance
< Steiner plaque

image: J Paull

Nowadays …
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1924 … back in the day
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Countess Johanna Keyserlingk
Koberwitzer

Image: Forschungsstelle Kulturimpuls 

“ … happy faces …” Johanna Keyserlingk*
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Johanna Keyserlingk* 1 of 2

“Saturday, 7 June 1924

Reception of all the course participants, most of whom came from Breslau by the morning train. 

There were about 130 people, and several railway carriages were reserved every morning to bring 
them here. 

Sunshine lay over all, over the house, the park and the flower gardens. It was real Whitsuntide 
weather.

It was a great pleasure to see all the happy faces and the welcome friends entering our house. 
Rudolf Steiner and Carl [Keyserlingk] stood outside at the side entrance to receive … the 
distinguished guests, above all her Excellency Eliza von Moltke.”

in von Keyserlingk (1999), p.62.
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Count Carl Keyserlingk
                                 host 
                    prime mover
              Estate manager
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Now…
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Vestibule

Now …
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Now …

“ … 130 chairs …” Johanna Keyserlingk*
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Johanna Keyserlingk* 2 of 2

“Reports had reached us from Dornach about the serious ill health of Rudolf Steiner, so that the greatest 
care seemed to be called for in every respect during his stay with us here in the East ….

The personal guarding of Rudolf Steiner even during the night was then assigned to Aki and a few of the 
young men.

It was shattering to see him - all had the same impression.

Graciously but infinitely tired the Doctor took his leave of us to go to his room. …

In the dining room and vestibule 130 chairs had been set out and the lecturer’s desk stood in the centre 
between the two rooms”

in von Keyserlingk (1999), pp.61-62.
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Now* …

*nearby…
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Nowadays …

“… in the park …” Luise von Zastrow*
26



Luise von Zastrow*

“Many sought refreshment in the park with its picturesque lakes, and thought that they had 
never before experienced more radiant Whitsuntide weather …  

It was his state of health which up until then had made people reluctant to trouble him” 

Zastrow, Estate owner, in von Keyserlingk (1999), p114.
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1924 … back in the day
Breslau
Eurythmy

image: Oxford Conference, 1922
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Now …
Breslau = Wrocław

image: J Paull
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‘Fortress Breslau’
Koberwitz was spared
outside ring of encirclement

“… obstinacy …” Richard Hargreaves
30



Richard Hargreaves

“Hitler’s final fortress … Festung Breslau would hold out  longer than Königsberg, longer than Danzig, 
longer than Vienna, longer even than the capital of the Reich itself. 

But Breslau and Breslauers would pay a terrible price for their obstinacy …

The city they knew, the city they had grown up with, the city where they had feted Hitler and his cabal, 
the city that had been virtually untouched by war before 1945, would be no more.

Two thirds of all industry was destroyed. Seven out of ten high schools lay in ruins. Two in every three 
homes were uninhabitable. Nearly 200 miles of roadway were impassable - more that 600 million 
cubic feet of ash and rubble were lying in them. 

Eighty percent of the railway and tram network was wrecked. All electricity and seventy percent of 
telephone lines were down.

Hargreaves 2013,

31



image: S Radek, 2007

We are here —->

Poland pre WW2 —>

Koberwitz, Germany, in 1924
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image: S Radek, 2007

We are in Poland now…

Poland post WW2

Kobierzyce, Poland, in 2024
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Breslau, Germany, 1924
Wrocław, Poland, 2024

image: J Paull
34



1924 … back in the day
The Agriculture Course
8 lectures
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William Hare
British Theosophist

“… an artist …” William Hare^
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William Hare

“When at last [Rudolf Steiner] spoke it was clear that he possessed the qualities of expositor and preacher to 
a matchless degree.

Also, being an artist to his finger tips, it was obvious why he spoke in his own tongue, of which he has an 
absolute mastery … Dr Steiner … soon holds his listeners under the spell of his power …

… there is no artifice of irony, no rebuke, no criticism, and what is perhaps more remarkable, no appeal …

Dr Steiner does not shrink from that thoroughgoing formality which gives to his address … absolute clarity.

Words, phrases and formulae - and rhythmical cascades of eloquence, which sometimes reach the rapidity 
and force of a torrent”

Hare (UK Theosophist) (1922) in Paull (2010), pp.11-12.
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1924 … back in the day
The Agriculture Course
5 discussions
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Health
• frail
• faltering

Blows
•  Goetheanum fire 1922/23

• “Poisoned” 1923/24

image: Goetheanum
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   Stefan Zweig
Austrian writer  

“In his dark eyes …” Stefan Zweig^
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Stefan Zweig

“In his dark eyes there lived a hypnotic power and I listened to him better and more critically when looking 
away from him, for his ascetically gaunt face marked by spiritual passion was certainly calculated to make a 
convincing effect not only on the ladies …

He was stimulating to listen to, for his learning was stupendous and wonderfully many sided …

… to meet a man of such magnetic power … was for me an invaluable gain

From his fantastic, and at the same time profound knowledge, I recognised that a true universality … cannot 
be attained by cursory reading and discussion, but only through burning endeavour continued over years”

Zweig (1941) Die Welt von Gestern quoted in Villeneuve (2011), p695
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NA
1%

Women
31%

Men
68%

1924 … back in the day
111 Koberwitzers
Gender
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Elisabeth Vreede 
Koberwitzer

Image: Forschungsstelle Kulturimpuls 

 “… wonderful days …” Elisabeth Vreede*43



Elisabeth Vreede*

“The memory rises once more of those wonderful days of the agricultural course. 

We are filled with gratitude for this person who by his iron energy persuaded the Teacher, before 
illness and death descended on him, to come over here and manage still to bestow this course on 
the world - given for farmers, and for the gain of all mankind”

Vreede (1994), p25.
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NA
1%

Sweden
2%

Austria
4%

Switzerland
9%

Poland*
29%

Germany
56%

1924 … back in the day
111 Koberwitzers
Country

*countries according to current borders45



Count Carl Keyserlingk 
Koberwitzer

                                 
        

“… experimentally …” Carl Keyserlingk*46



Count Carl Keyserlingk*

“Count Keyserlingk proposed that any hints given in the forthcoming lectures should be carried out 
experimentally. 

For this purpose a Farmer’s Association should be formed. This proposal was carried into effect, and 
the Association was founded and at a meeting of the assembled farmers immediately afterwards”. 

Steiner (1924c), p.10.

47



NA
30%

Other
5%

Merchant
2%

Engineer
2%

Scientist
3%

Doctor
4%
Teacher

5%
Priest
6%

Creative
6%

Agriculture
38%

1924 … back in the day
111 Koberwitzers
Profession
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1924 … back in the day
… hints …

“… hints …” Rudolf Steiner^49



Rudolf Steiner* 2 of 2

“It was agreed that information given in the lectures should be considered first of all as hints, which for 
the present should not be spoken of outside this circle, but looked upon as the foundation for 
experiments and thus gradually brought into a form suitable for publication. 

The Association was declared to be a union of persons attaching themselves to the Natural Science 
Section of the Goetheanum; its meetings were to be presided over alternately by Count Keyserlingk and 
Herr Stegemann. 

The experimental work should be given definite aim and be continually guided by this section of the 
Goetheanum. 

With firm and sure hand Count Keyserlingk thus gave the practical direction to the suggestions I was 
able to to give in the lectures” 

Steiner (1924c), p10.
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7-16 June 1924: Koberwitz

28 September 1924: Sickbed
30 March 1925: RIP51



The Studio
• ‘atelier’
• retreat
• Schreinerei

image: J Paull
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Guenther Wachsmuth
Koberwitzer 
     

image: Wachsmuth, 1951

“… an organism …” Guenther Wachsmuth*53



Guenther Wachsmuth*

“He set forth concrete measures necessary for the development of an agricultural undertaking as an 
organism with its own foundation, self-inclosed as a living unity and totality…

I still remember vividly how, during the journey between Breslau and Jena, after a period of silent 
reflection about the [agricultural] conference, he said suddenly with a strong and joyful emphasis: ‘Now 
we have accomplished also this important work’.

Seldom have I seen him so joyfully moved after the completion of a task as in this moment after the 
agricultural conference. 

Several times later he referred again in conversation in happy remarks to these days …

All of this was brought to completion while the earthly body  [of Rudolf Steiner] in the last years bore 
inexpressible suffering.”

Wachsmuth (1989), p.549,552,576.
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c.1926
1st edition
Flimsy edition 
Numbered
Named
Experimental Circle
Non Disclosure Agreement
(NDA)
3 years
est. 200 copies*

*provisional estimate
Image: J Paull
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Adalbert Keyserlingk
Koberwitzer

“… the first vessel …” Adalbert Keyserlink*56



Adalbert Keyserlink*

“My father, [Carl Keyserlingk], wanted to obtain the first practical results from these new methods. But 
even in that he met with one disappointment after another …

We moved to Koberwitz four years before the Agricultural Course; and we moved out four years after it. 

Yet Koberwitz and Carl Keyserlingk were for Rudolf Steiner the place and the person which offered the 
first vessel for a new agriculture, in which it could be carried out into the world.”

von Keyserlingk (1999), p.96.
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More than 300 copyedits…

image: J Paull
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Copyedits - 1st edition to 2nd edition
insertions, substitutions & deletions

image: J Paull59



1929
2nd edition
Canonical edition
settled
Numbered
Named
Experimental Circle
NDA 
20 years

Image: J Paull
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“… all of Steiner’s works  … 
present … great difficulties to a 
translator … at times … 
unsurpassed in translational 
intractability” 

Crispian Villeneuve, 2011, p.705
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Experimental Circle
Immanuel Voegele
Koberwitzer

Image: Forschungsstelle Kulturimpuls 
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Immanuel Voegele, Koberwitzer

Image: Paull (2024) 

Immanuel Voegele*  “…about my BD rye …”
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Immanuel Voegele*

“It was in 1926-1927 that a beginning was made with the bio-dynamic methods … 

Pilgramshain is … one of those estates on which the bio-dynamic method was tried out in practice in its 
early stages … 

The success of all the steps we have taken that have been derived from bio-dynamic agriculture shows 
itself in the striking improvement in our soil … 

Yields increase, and crops become more uniform”

Voegele quoted in Paull (2024b), p.3.
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Experimental Circle
Ernst Stegemann 

Koberwitzer

Image: Forschungsstelle Kulturimpuls 
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Ernst Stegemann, Koberwitzer

Image: Paull (2024) 

“…Ernst Stegemann*  “… about my BD cereal crop…”
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Ernst Stegemann*

“The conditions of the soil improve greatly under the new methods. 

It becomes much more friable … 

The loose nature of the top layer especially appeals to every farmer, as the soil is more easily worked 
and the whole water-household of the soil is improved.”

Account quoted in Paull (2023), p.3.
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5 Fruits of 
Koberwitz
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fruit (i) Product differentiation

1930s
• Biodynamic
• Standard
• Logo
• Labelling
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1938
• English
• German
• French
• Italian 
• Dutch

fruit (ii) Global diffusion - Ehrenfried Pfeiffer
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Ehrenfried Pfeiffer

Image: Forschungsstelle Kulturimpuls 

“The most important thing …”  Ehrenfried Pfeiffer^
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Ehrenfried Pfeiffer 

“The most important thing is to make the benefits of our agricultural preparations 
available to the largest possible areas over the entire earth, so that the earth may be 
healed and the nutritive quality of its produce improved in every respect.

That should be our first objective.

The experiments can come later”

Pfeiffer (1958).

72



Biodynamic agriculture: 309,500 hectares*
60 countries

map: Paull & Hennig (2020)
*BFDI + Australia
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             1940
•  British Biodynamic farmer
•  Lord Northbourne
•  Oxford
•  Betteshanger Conference, UK, 1939
•  Ehrenfried Pfeiffer
•  “the farm is an organism”>“organic farming”
•  Book: ‘Look to the Land’ 1940
• “chemical versus organic farming”

fruit iii) organic agriculture
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Organic agriculture: 96.3 million hectares*
188 countries
€135 billion pa

map: Paull & Hennig (2016)
*Willer et al, 2024
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1972

Swedish Biodynamic Association
one of 5 founders of IFOAM

fruit (iv) IFOAM - Organics International
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2 US Biodynamic farmers
Marjorie Spock & Polly Richards
Long Island Spray Trial (1957-60)
& Ehrenfried Pfeiffer

Rachel Carson 
‘Silent Spring’ 1962

EPA
Environmental Protection Agency
1970

Paull (2013)
image:  USFWS 

fruit (v) EPA

Rachel Carson77



Great BD Opportunity*? 
EU to be 25% Organic by 2030

Paull (2024)

#1 What if ….

* BD Opportunity?
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BD Opportunity: EU to be 25% Organic by 2030

Paull (2024a)

Organics
100%

BD
0%

WORLD

(in round numbers)
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BD Opportunity: EU to be 25% Organic by 2030

Paull (2024a)

*BD is 0.3% of world organics

Organics
99.7%

BD
0.3%

WORLD
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BD Opportunity: EU to be 25% Organic by 2030

Paull (2024a)

Chemical
98%

Organics
2%

BD
0%

WORLD

(in round numbers)
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BD Opportunity: EU to be 25% Organic by 2030

Paull (2024a)

BD is 0.06% of world agriculture
Organics is 2% of world agriculture
Chemical  is 98% of world agriculture

Chemical
97.94%

Organics
2.00%

BD
0.06%

WORLD

82



Biodynamic agriculture: 309,500 hectares*
60 countries
Australia? No BFDI & 3 BD certifiers map: Paull & Hennig (2020)

*BFDI + Australia

Fix & challenge?
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evolve or die?

evolution of …
• BD?
• BFDI?
• Demeter?
• preps?

#2 What if ….
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#3 What if ….

 

Rudolf Steiner was Australian?
… or Indian or African or American or …?

image: J Paull
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What would Rudolf Steiner's “hints” be?
BD - one size fits all?

with different …
• Light
• Soils
• Plants
• Animals
• Crops
• Seasons
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The “hints”

• potions?

• prescriptions?

• particularities?

• principles?

99



The job of the Koberwitzer?

1. Find out what works

2. Tell the world
Rudolf Steiner
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Thank you 
Questions

Dr John Paull
j.paull@utas.edu.au

johnpaull.academia.edu
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“Celebrating 100 years of Biodynamics”

“To mark the opening of our 100 years anniversary assembly, 
Dr. John Paull, environmental scientist of the University of 
Tasmania and distinguished expert on the history of biodynamic 
and organic agriculture at global level, will take us on a journey 
back to the original Koberwitz moment. We will get a taste of 
what it was like to be part of Rudolf Steiner's Agriculture Course 
back in 1924”.

Biodynamic Federation Demeter International (BFDI), 
June 2024
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