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1924
Final year for Rudolf Steiner 
First year for Biodynamics

(1861-1925)
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1924
historical context
social unrest
in Germany
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Koberwitz, Germany
7-16 June 1924

image source: Rudolf Steiner Archive
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Kobierzyce, Poland
Centenary 2024

image: J.Paull
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now
Municipal Offices
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Koberwitz
Lecture room
111 ‘Koberwitzers’
“130 chairs”

J Keyserlingk (1999) 
Image: J Paull
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10 Summer days
8 lectures

5 discussion sessions
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                                Host
Count Carl Keyserlingk (1869-1928)

                    prime mover
              Estate manager
                     7,500 acres
                3,035 hectares 
         Experimental Circle
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1st                   1.5                  2nd                 3rd   

1926*              ≤1929               1929                1948   

Evolution of the  ‘Agriculture Course’ 

*this edition is undated image: J Paull
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1926
1st edition
Flimsy edition 
Numbered
Named
Experimental Circle
NDA
Print run: c.200*
3 years

*provisional estimate
Image: J Paull
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1929
2nd edition
Canonical edition
settled 
Print run: c.1,000*
20 years

*provisional estimate
Image: J Paull
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2nd edition 1929 …
Numbered
Named
Experimental Circle
NDA
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Agriculture Course        
2nd 1929

Editor ✔
Numbered ✔

Named ✔
Dated ✔

Preface ✔
8 Lectures ✔

5 Discussions ✔
Supplement ✔

Index ✔
Illustrations ✔
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1929
1st English edition
Progeny of 2nd edition
George Kaufmann
Typed: <100
~10 years 
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1929
Typed
Marna Pease
Numbered
Named
Experimental Circle
NDA
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Agriculture Course 

Editor ✘ ✔
Numbered ✔ ✔

Named ✔ ✔
Dated ✘ ✔

Preface ✘ ✔
8 Lectures ✔ ✔

5 Discussions ✔ ✔
Supplement ✘ ✔

Index ✘ ✔
Illustrations ✘ ✔

1st 1926                             2nd 1929
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                           Editor
Guenther Wachsmuth (1893-1963)   
                         Vorstand 
Natural Sciences Section
                            Lawyer
                      Biographer
                     Koberwitzer 
          “the young escort”*
                      the minder
            travel companion * J Keyserlingk, 1999

image: Wachsmuth, 1951
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Bespoke edition
1 off
Cover: no title
Spine: no title
Bound together:
• copyedited 1st edition
• handwritten front matter
• handwritten back matter
• original drawings
• typed index

‘1.5 edition’
Editor’s edition
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No number
No recipient
Not issued
Editor’s copy

1.5 edition

unstapled
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Kommende Tag
=1st edition

+ Handwritten Preface for 2nd edition
+ 8 pages

1.5 edition 21

Preface…

1.5 edition 22

Goetheanum
Nov 1929

1.5 edition 23

For the
Natural Science Section
Goetheanum
Dr Günther Wachsmuth

1.5 edition 24



p.1 for the 2nd edition

p.2 for the 2nd edition

p.3 of 1st edition

1.5 edition 25

More than 300 copyedits…1.5 edition 26

Copyedit (a) substitutions …

1.5 edition 27

Copyedits (b) insertions …
1.5 edition 28



1.5 edition
copyedits: insertions, substitutions & deletions
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Copyedits* (1st edition -> 2nd edition)

*preliminary counts, ∑= 309.
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Also added  (a) new page #s

1.5 edition

(b) figure #s
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1.5 edition

Supplement…
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1.5 edition
Supplement…
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1.5 edition
Conversation…
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1.5 edition
Conversation…

35

1.5 edition
Questions of Ernst Stegemann…
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1.5 edition

Questions of Carl Keyserlingk
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1.5 edition

vegetable gardening …

38

2nd edition
Figures
8 pages
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1.5 edition
Figures
8 pages

Lecture #2
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2nd edition
41

1.5 edition
42

2nd edition
43

1.5 edition
44



2nd edition
45

1.5 edition 46

1.5 edition 47

Astronomy terms …
1 p

1.5 edition 48



Preparations …
1 p

1.5 edition 49

Calendar …
2 pp

1.5 edition 50

Additions …
title p + 3 blank pp

1.5 edition 51

Index
20 pages

typed

1.5 edition 52



Index 1.5 edition                         Index 2nd edition
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Index 2nd edition               Index 1.5 edition
        

                            

 3 x Zs

2 x Zs  
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Notes …

5 blank pp

1.5 edition 55

Agriculture Course 

Editor ✘ ✔ ✔
Numbered ✔ ✘ ✔

Named ✔ ✘ ✔
Dated ✘ ✔ ✔

Preface ✘ ✔ ✔
8 Lectures ✔ ✔ ✔

5 Discussions ✔ ✔ ✔
Supplement ✘ ✔ ✔

Index ✘ ✔ ✔
Illustrations ✘ ✔ ✔
Astronomy ✘ ✔ ✘

Preparations ✘ ✔ ✘

Additions ✘ ✔ ✘

Calendar ✘ ✔ ✘

Notes ✘ ✔ ✘

1st 1926       1.5 1929         2nd 1929

colour
typed

309     copyedits
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3rd edition
1948
staple bound (like 1st edition) 
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1st                   1.5                  2nd                 3rd   

1926              ≤1929               1929                1948   

The evolving ‘Agriculture Course’ 
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3rd Red 1948

3rd Green 1948
2nd 1929

1.5  >1929

1st  1926

The evolving ‘Agriculture Course’ 
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Thank you 
Questions

Dr John Paull
j.paull@utas.edu.au

johnpaull.academia.edu/research

image: Wachsmuth, 1951
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Abstract
The 2nd edition (1929) was arguably the most influential edition of Rudolf Steiner’s  

‘Agriculture Course’. It was issued to members of the Experimental Circle of 

Anthroposophical Farmers and Gardeners under a non disclosure agreement (NDA). It 

appears that the original print run of the 2nd edition was not exhausted until c. 1948. This 

presentation is a preliminary report and the first public disclosure of a singular document. 

These notes of Guenther Wachsmuth (1893-1963), the editor of the ‘Agriculture Course’, 

have recently been discovered. Bound into a single volume are the editor’s copyedits (c.

310; including insertions, deletions & substitutions) of the 1st edition, fresh material for the 

2nd edition including handwritten front matter (n=8 pp, ss), handwritten end matter (n=20 

pp, ss), original drawings in colour (n=8 pp, ss), and typed index for the 2nd edition (n=20 

pp, ds). This bespoke ‘1.5’ edition of the ‘Agriculture Course’ (between the first undated 

edition, circa 1926, and the 2nd edition, dated 1929) reveals Wachsmuth’s intentions for 

the second edition of the ‘Agriculture Course’. Some of his intentions for the 2nd edition 

were realised and others were not. Sections on Astronomy, BD preparations, and a BD 

calendar failed to appear in the 2nd edition. A facsimile edition of the 1.5 edition is under 

consideration.

Comment: For serious scholars of the ‘Agriculture Course’ & Rudolf Steiner.
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