Tropentag 2023

International Research on Food Security, Natural
Resource Management and Rural Development

Competing pathways for equitable
food systems transformation:
trade-offs and synergies

Book of abstracts

Editor: Eric Tielkes

Reviewers/scientific committee: Ayobami Adetoyinbo, Folkard Asch,
Christian Bateki Adjogo, Bonnie Blaimer, Michael Briintrup,

Robert Carcamo Mallen, Tsu-Wei Chen, Michelle Chevelev-Bonatti,
Claudia Coral, Teresa Da-Silva-Rosa, Emmanuel Donkor, Christoph Gornot,
Stef De Haan, Caroline Hambloch, Harry Hoffmann, Gudrun Keding,
Marcos Lana, Katharina Lohr, Dagmar Mithéfer, Janvier Ntwali, Regina RéBler,
Constanze Rybak, Lilli Scheiterle, Barbara Schréter, Johannes Schuller,
Verena Seufert, Stefan Sieber, Jonathan Steinke, Silke Stéber, Gétz Uckert,
Martin Wiehle, Stefan Winter

Editorial assistance: Janna Pfister



Impressum

Bibliografische Information der Deutschen Nationalbibliothek

Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek verzeichnet diese Publikation in der Deutschen
Nationalbibliografie; detailierte bibliografische Daten sind im Internet tiber

http:/ /dnb.ddb.de abrufbar.

1. Aufl. - Gottingen: Cuvillier, 2023

Tropentag 2023: Competing pathways for equitable food systems transfor-mation:
trade-offs and synergies Tielkes, E. (ed.) - Witzenhausen, DITSL

© DITSL

Steinstrasse 19, 37213 Witzenhausen
Telefon: 05542-6070

https:/ /www.ditsl.org

Alle Rechte vorbehalten. Ohne ausdriickliche Genehmigung des Verlages ist es
nicht gestattet, das Buch oder Teile daraus auf fotomechanischem Weg (Fotokopie
Mikrokopie) zu vervielfaltigen.

The authors of the articles are solely responsible for the content of their
contribution.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means without prior
permission of the copyright owners.

Online-Version: http:/ /www.tropentag.de/

© CUVILLIER VERLAG, Géttingen 2023
Nonnenstieg 8, 37075 Gottingen
Telefon: 0551-54724-0
Telefax: 0551-54724-21
www.cuvillier.de

1. Auflage, 2023

Gedruckt auf umweltfreundlichem, sdurefreiem Papier aus nachhaltiger
Forstwirtschaft.

ISBN 978-3-7369-7880-5

eISBN 978-3-7369-6880-6



Gender and intersectional perspectives in transforming food ... — Oral Presentations

How do gender-caste intersectionalities influence the
involvement of communities in organic cotton farming?

KusHaLA WITHARANAGE!, AKANKSHA SINGHZ, CHRISTINE Bosch!,

ReGINA Birner?

YWUniversity of Hohenheim, Inst. of Agric. Sci. in the Tropics (Hans-Ruthenberg-
Institute), Germany
2Research Inst. of Organic Agriculture (FiBL), International Cooperation, Switzerland

The socioeconomic and environmental benefits of organic farming have been widely
explored in research, while topics like gender equity and labour are often neglected.
In India, the influence of caste and gender identities adds another layer of complexity
to these aspects. Using a case of a research and training project implemented in the
Nimar Valley region of Madhya Pradesh since 2007, we explore gender and caste in-
tersectionalities within conventional and organic cotton farming systems. The project
promotes organic cotton cultivation and food crop diversification, and trains women
from marginalised tribal communities, among others. We use a relational approach,
as proposed by David Mosse, to understand differences in organic and conventional
cotton farming systems in the representation of caste and gender and concerns and
barriers to the involvement experienced by different actors. We interviewed 80 re-
spondents employing participatory social network mapping, gendered seasonal cal-
endars, in-depth interviews and participant observation in training, applied during a
three-month fieldwork in 2022/23. Preliminary results show among others that, repre-
sentation in terms of caste and gender has been static in both conventional and organic
farming systems. Mainly females from scheduled castes (SC, Dalits) and scheduled
tribes (ST, Tribals) are represented as casual labourers in seeding, weeding and cotton
picking. The bargaining power of labourers, deciding both wages and working hours,
has increased in recent years. This potentially is a positive social change, but puts
a higher burden on organic cotton farmers as it is more labour-intensive compared
to conventional farming. Our results further indicate that due to high labour wages,
there is a resurgence of labour-sharing arrangements for cotton harvesting amongst
rich upper-caste farmers and, novel involvement of upper-caste women in cotton farm-
ing activities. Tribal farmers in turn start growing conventional cotton. Also, with less
cultivable land owned, project activities are less accessible to Dalits. We emphasise
that ensuring direct benefits for Dalits in project activities would contribute to increas-
ing equity and promoting pro-poor outcomes, albeit potentially increasing the costs of
organic cotton. These could be offset by higher prices for organic cotton. Further more
women-inclusive training could potentially lead to synergies,e.g. with cotton quality.
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