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Editorial on the Research Topic

Agroforestry, Food Sovereignty, and Value Chains for Sustainable Food Systems

All over the planet, peasants, farmers, and different organizations and social actors are actively
working against biodiversity loss, socioeconomic crises, and other aspects causing environmental
unsustainability associated with the expansion of monoculture and industrial agriculture (Altieri,
1992; Foley et al., 2011). In this sense, diversified food systems are essential for the sustainability
of production systems (Altieri et al., 2011). As diversified systems, agroforests have an enormous
potential to improve agrarian sustainability, guarantee food security, and provide non-food
production, while preserving and recovering a wide range of ecosystem functions (climate
maintenance, carbon sinks, etc.) (Niether et al., 2020). This way, agroforestry can be linked to
concepts such as organic agriculture, healthy nutrition, and diversified and healthy food. However,
with the advance of agrifood globalization, the organization of production/consumption patterns
on a global scale, and the expansion of the corporative food regime, sustainability problems can no
longer be addressed only from a farm-based approach (O’Rourke, 2014).

In this sense, the inclusion of the holistic perspective of agroecology, as well as the creation
of new forms of governance and articulation between production and consumption, have great
potential to promote emancipation from the dominantmodel through family farming, short chains,
and other processes intended to achieve the much-contested food sovereignty (Vía Campesina,
2018). Consequently, the aim of this special issue has been to gather and present research or review
papers that provide critical viewpoints on both the benefits (economic, social, or environmental)
associated with the diversification practices of agroforestry systems, and the main social and
political debates around the value chain, food sovereignty, and sustainability. We were particularly
interested in exploring old/new ways of strengthening diversified systems, analyzing changes
in the value chain and social organization, discussing the role of women and work from a
feminist approach, and explicitly addressing the political dimension of these issues and studying
social/peasant movements in favor of food sovereignty.

The contributions to this special issue are varied in content, themes and territories addressed.
First of all, Gachuiri et al. analyse the local knowledge and preference for food trees in four African
communities in Central Uganda and two others in Eastern Kenya. With a focus on gender and
generational (age) differences, the authors analytically explore how farming communities prioritize
different species of food trees on farms based on the combination of knowledge, constraints, and
opportunities faced by each farmer according to their relative positions in their community and
household. This work helps improve our understanding of how preferences constructed around
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gender and age determine the choice and use of food trees, and
contribute differentially to food and nutritional security in the
regions analyzed.

From a political agroecology perspective, Tilzay presents
an analysis of hedgerow management in the United Kingdom
(Europe) and its relationship to food sovereignty. As an
agrobiodiversity practice, good hedgerow management can
contribute to agroecological transitions and the generation
of multifunctional agroecosystems with multiple ecosystem
benefits (biodiversity, climate maintenance, human health, etc.).
However, the author shows that, as a result of the degradation
of agroecosystems caused by the productivist/capitalist imprint,
poor hedgerowmanagement is currently degrading the provision
of ecosystem functions. In this sense, this paper reflects on
and proposes different political and policy actions for the
adoption of a new agroecological framework that allows the
sustainable management of hedgerows, maximizes the provision
of ecosystem functions, and reinforces processes aimed at
achieving food sovereignty.

Soto-Pinto et al. focus on the contributions of agroforestry
systems to the food supply of peasant households in Mexico
(North America), particularly in Chiapas. The authors’ premise is
that the advance of the industrial and corporate model is eroding
the traditional systems that contribute to the food provisioning
(proteins, carbohydrates, etc.), support, regulation, and culture
of the local population. Based on the analysis of different
communities, the authors discuss to what extent peasant families
are changing their practices and the structure of agroecosystems
due to the influence of agribusiness, global markets, and public
policies. The study also reflects on the importance of recognizing

the non-monetary value of local food, agrobiodiversity, local
knowledge, community building and, particularly, ensuring
access to land for workers in Latin America.

Finally, back in Europe, Holm-Sørensen et al. focus their
analysis on the linkage between the cork value chain and
the cork oak landscape in southern and central Portugal.
Cork oak forests in those areas are the central element
of complex traditional agro-silvo-pastoral systems (known as
montados) that provide a globally important product, cork,
and other ecosystem functions. As in the previous works,
the authors agree that these systems are being affected by
global socioeconomic and biophysical pressures that threaten
their sustainability. Through the voices of cork producers,
intermediaries, industrial processors and winemakers, the
authors analyse the main critical points and challenges for the
future of the dehesa and reflect on how collaboration between
actors can strengthen the sustainability of the agroecosystems
and, more specifically, of their landscapes, which are so full of
tradition and culture.

In summary, this special issue compiles different
contributions that help to improve our knowledge of agroforestry
systems, value chains, and sustainability. In addition, important
lines of work are presented to continue advancing toward a
common goal: food sovereignty.
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