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Europe: Organic agricultural land 2020

3Source: FiBL survey 2022, based on national sources and Eurostat.
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Development of EU organic imports of 
cereals, dry pulses, oilseeds and oilcakes 2018-2020

2018 2019 2020
Oilcakes (MT) 257’191 298’403 232’016
Dry pulses (MT) 49’475 56’619 76’376
Oilseeds (MT) 285’588 275’450 259’164
Cereals (MT) 414’540 319’263 197’167
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Source: TRACES/European Commission 2021
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EU Organic Imports (MT) 2020
CEREALS

Ukraine; 
122’136

Turkey; 28’088

Canada; 13’224

Bolivia; 8’680

Moldova; 7’936
Peru; 6’265

Others; 10’839

Cereals (feed and other)
Total: 197,167 MT

Ukraine; 39’283

Turkey; 27’466

Canada; 13’177

Others; 5’792

Wheat (feed and other) in MT
Total: 85,717 MT 

Source: TRACES/European Commission 2021
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EU Organic imports (MT) 
OILSEEDS

Togo; 50’951

Ukraine; 47’304

India; 29’636Kazakhstan; 
26’170

Others; 
100’249

Oilseeds
Total: 254,311 MT

Togo; 50’951

Ukraine; 28’719

India; 15’569

Kazakhstan; 
11’021

Others; 31’047

Soybeans in MT
Total: 137,308 MT 

Source: TRACES/European Commission 2021
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Development of EU organic area for
cereals, dry pulses and oilseeds 2011-2020

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Oilseeds 143’875 149’051 150’058 152’967 168’389 210’118 226’658 269’583 317’047 344’968 408’600
Dry pulses 205’866 215’518 226’060 224’086 267’124 328’304 377’807 382’114 446’809 464’547 487’501
Cereals 1’360’384 1’426’619 1’503’576 1’483’978 1’476’441 1’631’708 1’840’482 1’957’275 2’124’758 2’378’962 2’440’184
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Source: Eurostat, national data sources, compiled by FiBL
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Assumptions for the calculation of EU organic feedstuff
production (MT)

PLEASE NOTE THAT DUE TO MANY FACTORS THE ACTUAL FEEDSTUFF 
PRODUCTION MAY DIFFER FROM THE DATA PRESENTED HERE. MORE 
INFORMATION IS NEEDED ON ORGANIC FEED PRODUCTION IN THE EU.
• Barley: Assumption that 2/3 of the barley production in the EU is for feed
• Rye: Assumption that 30% of the rye production in the EU is for feed
• Soy: Assumption that 80% of the soy production in the EU is for feed
• Sunflowers: Assumption that 90% of the sunflower seed production in the EU is for feed
• As no data on organic oilcakes was available for EU MS, all oilseed production data were 

«converted» into oilcake, assuming that 1 MT of oilseeds corresponded to 0.67 MT of oilcake.
• Wheat: Assumption that 40% of the wheat production in the EU is for feed
• Grain maize, triticale, most oilseeds and all dry pulses:  Assumption that 100 % is for feed
• Assumption that all cereals from conversion areas are for feed
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Protein-conversion
efficiency in a low-input 
dairy system

Prot+ 2.4 kg/day of protein concentrate (30%)
Prot- zero concentrate

All cowsTMR of grass-silage maize-silage and hay ad 
libitum



16

Organic agriculture in Europe: Key data 2020

• As of the end of 2020, 17.1 million hectares of agricultural land in Europe (European Union: 14.9 million hectares) were managed
organically by almost 420’000 producers (European Union: almost 350’000). 

• In Europe, 3.4 percent of the agricultural area was organic (European Union: 9.2 percent). 

• Organic farmland has increased by over 0.7 million hectares compared to 2019. 

• The countries with the largest organic agricultural areas were France (2.5 million hectares), Spain (2.4 million hectares) and Italy 
(2.1 million hectares). 

• In 15 countries, at least 10 percent of the farmland was organic: Liechtenstein had the lead (41.6 percent), followed by Austria
(26.5 percent) and Estonia (22.4 percent). 

• Retail sales of organic products totalled 52 billion euros in 2020 (European Union: 44.8 billion euros), an increase of 15 percent 
compared to 2020. 

• The largest market for organic products in 2020 was Germany, with retail sales of 15.0 billion euros, followed by France (12.7 
billion euros) and Italy (3.9 billion euros) 

• In Europe, 46 countries have legislation on organic agriculture. 

16Source: FiBL survey 2022, based on national sources and Eurostat.


