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Interviews with Norwegian farmers with cow-calf
contact systems
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(& @ facebook.com/groups/328245754471386 W

Cow-calf contact in Norway

 |nterviews in 2018: | knew about one farmer, found two more

* Most farmers seemed very negative and sceptical

: _ , , Samveaer ku og kalv - forum for
* Animal protection alliance welfare label 2018 (two dairy farms) melkebender

@ Privat gruppe - 1,3 k medlemmer

* Workshop 2019 — Facebook group for farmers SPDEZ ) dD B0

° Smartcalfca re 2019_2020: PlIOt Study Where COWS Could Visit their Om Diskusjon Emner  Medlemmer  Arrangementer  Medier Filer Q
calves @ oo om

Denne gruppa har som mal & fungere som et
diskusjonforum og erfaringsutveksling for

* SUCCEED-project, interviews 2020-2021: Much easier to find farmers! BN -Direktzsernit ides li Bidervideo melkebander som gnsker & 8 bl en driftsform

der ku og kalv gar sammen.

Om du har basfjas eller lgsdriftsfjgs, tenker pa a

H H Ny aktivitet bygge, akkurat har bygd eller vil utforske
* Many farmers seem to have changed their attitudes, much more mulighetene med de ressursene du allsrede har,
; Mette Vaarst har delt et innlegg. sa er det her vi kan dele erfaringer.
ei e e . @ 20. september kl. 19:08 - @ Se gjerne gjennom artiklene som er lagt ut.
pOSItIVIty a ro u n d t h IS Her er en film - 20 minutter - pé dansk fra én af de danske gérde’ som NB'= Her er ters'kden LAV for & SEl”e Spﬁl’smél om
begyndte at have kalvene gadende ved deres madre, for 3 &r siden. Der sma og store ting en kan lure pa. Se mindre

er undertekster hvis det danske bliver lidt jappende’ & - men der a .
bliver vendt mange af de perspektiver som drgftes for tiden i Privat

 Many are interested - farmers shares their experiences with other S e e e S R T ——

rarminnan nn hua Ada naihklicarar
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farmers
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My PhD

 15.08.2020 - 15.08.2023

 |nterviews with farmers winter 2020-
2021 (with Ruralis)

* Hopefully two scientific articles from

interviews

 Experiment cow calf at pasture summer
2021

Photo: Rosann Johanssen
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Interview guide questions

e About the farmer, the farm, the housing, the animals

* Practice with cow calf from before, the beginning and until today
* About the change/why they started with cow-calf contact

* Questions about economy

* Advantages and disadvantages/challenges with cow-calf contact

* |f they want any changes, what’s important for cow-calf contact, advises for other

farmers

e (Obstacles and advantages for more farmers to have cow-calf contact
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Interviews

* 12 interviews

* 7 with farm visits and 5 on teams

* Lasting for 1-2 hours

* All audio recorded and transcribed

e Started analyse with NVIVO

* Talk a bit about the farmers, how much they have cow and

calf together and why they do it..

NORSOK
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The farmers

* 4 organic and 8 conventional
e 2 with the welfare label

6 —free stalls and milking robot, 2 — free stalls and milking parlour, 4 with tie

stalls

* 14-60 dairy cows — 8 farms with fewer than average (30) and 4 farms with

more than average
* Experience since —1995-1999: 3, 2006: 1, 2015-2019: 8
e Spread calving: 7, mostly spring calving: 3, autumn calving: 2
* All of them have cow and calf together inside in cow area

e 7 also have cow and calf together outside on pasture (maybe 9 this summer)
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Cow-calf contact

Tie stalls:

Full time 2-3 weeks, a bit less till week 4, a period after milking morning and evening till weaning week 8

Full time 4 weeks, a period after milking morning and evening till week 8, a period once a day till weaning week 9

Full time 2 days, together morning and evening until weaning at 3 months (in the beginning more hours and from before milking, then gradually less and more

after milking instead) (organic)

Full time 2-4 weeks, then together half the day until weaning at 70-100 days
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Cow-calf contact

Free stalls:

* Full time 4 weeks, then nurse cows till separation and weaning at 12 weeks (2-4 calves per cow) (organic)

e Full time till abrupt separation and weaning at 8 weeks (some are together for periods for some more days)
e Full time 9 weeks, last week with nose flap (weaning at 8 weeks)

e Full time 9-12 weeks, last 1-2 weeks with nose flap (weaning at 8-10 weeks)

* Full time till separation at 6-8 weeks, three days with fenceline contact, weaning after 12 weeks or more (welfare label)
e Full time till abrupt separation and weaning at 12 weeks now (6 months before)
* Full time till separation at 8 weeks, five days with fenceline contact, then weaning at 4 months (heifers) and 6 months (bulls) (organic and welfare label)

e Full time 12 weeks, gradual separation and weaning til 4 months (organic)

Norsk senter for gkologisk landbruk

( TEXEEDS



Why do they have cow and calf together?

* Animal welfare

* Natural behaviour

 Wanted to try something new and different

 The cow is better than the human to take care of the calf ’

* Problems with calf health before — Much better now f. l | e y

 Didn’t want to separate them — seemed strange to take away the calf, milk the " ; | 1 1 L
cow and give the milk to the calf B | s " _— ;

 Less work with calf feeding

* Wanted a simple system with good animal flow " -2 | 1

* Like it when the animals can do much as they want | m’ -

 With milking robots and cow and calf together — flexible work
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Why do they have cow and calf together?

* Believe that it gives better animals — which can give better economy

* Show other people that it is possible Vo
toé Farmer 108

* |nspired by other farmers and by researchers

 Want a good conscience and that anyone can visit the farm and still want to buy the products

* Nice to work when cows and calves are together — Well-being for people and animals

My caring gene struck in, | was a mum myself and | taught it was unfair for the cow that she should be deprived from her calf
* Felt bad for the cows and didn’t like the look in their eyes when we separated them early

 We gave the calves ad libitum of milk earlier, started gradually to have more calves more with their mums, and it created a great well-being for

us seeing them together
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Innovative and sustainable grazing-based systems

GraZYD ai—Sy integrating cows and young stock

Project financing

 Core Organic Cofund

— GrazyDaiSy

 The Norwegian Research Council, Research funding for the CX) Forsknmgsradet
agriculture- and food industry (FFS-JA)
— SUCCEED

« The Norwegian Animal Protection Alliance's Research Fund

— Dairy cow and calf together at pasture

Dyrevernalliansen
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Thank you!
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