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About CERERE
Through a balanced, multivactor network of researchers and communities of practitioners, the
project promotes innovation by producing and disseminating accessible endvuser materials and
training products for farmers, food manufacturers, consumers, researchers and policy makers.

CROP MANAGEMENT FOR
UNDERUTILISED AND MINOR GRAINS

PROBLEM

SOLUTION

There is relatively little practical
information on production, and
market options for minor
cereals in the UK.

Here we provide information
production and marketing of
minor six cereal based on
experience from UK producers.

Outcomes
This should enable farmers to have a better understanding of the
opportunities and risks of growing minor and heritage cereals.

Marketing Recommendations
o Small size of the markets for minor cereals – highly recommended to grow

only on contract.

o No current market for feed-grade minor grains - not economically viable for

a higher-value cereal, processing/transportation costs for small quantities
are prohibitive.
o Supermarkets now have special diet sections, driving the market, but this

remains niche.
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Practical Recommendation

Further Information
Organic Research Centre’s Organic Farm Management Handbook 2017.
Doves Farm - https://www.dovesfarm.co.uk/about/our-grains
Bavec, F., & Bavec, M. (2006). Organic production and use of alternative crops.
CRC Press.
https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/crops/crops/Spelt-Wheat-Foodpotential.pdf https://www.farmersguide.co.uk/feature/giving-rye-a-try/
Quisenberry, K. S., & Taylor, J. W. (1939). Growing buckwheat. Farmers' bulletin
(No.1835 ed., pp. 1-17) U.S. Department of Agriculture.
https://www.britishquinoa.co.uk/all-about-quinoa/growing-quinoa
Organic Arable - http://www.organicarable.co.uk/
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Evaluation and sharing of the results
Use the comment section on the CERERE website to share your experiences with other
farmers, processors, retailers, advisors and scientists. If you have any questions concerning
this Practice Abstract, please contact the author by e-mail.

