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Definition of breeding goals for dairy breeds in organic production systems
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In a previous study. economic values for organic dairy production were derived from a stochastic, bio-
cconomic model. In this study, we attempt to assess the Danish organic dairy farmers’ acceptance of the
results from the objective method. As a null hypothesis. all non-market values were assumed to be zero.
In accordance with this. we designed a partial choice survey in a way so farmers were given:a number of
tasks. In each task the farmer was given the choice between two alternatives. The alternatives differed in
means of only two traits. The differences in frait means were calibrated according to the objectively derived
cconomic values, so that the difference in all traits had the same monetary value. Therefore, any deviation
from equal priority can be interpreted as a non-zero non-market value. There are approximately 350 organic
dairy farmers in Denmark and all of them will have the opportunity to participate in the survey. We included
10 traits corresponding to 45 pair-wise comparisons. The questionnaire and the subsequent analyses were
conducted by means of the internet-based software 1000Minds. We expect the results to show that farmers
give increased priorily to some traits above the objectively derived economic value. The breeding goals
defined by organic dairy farmers are to be included in a study designed to examine the possibility of setting
up breeding schemes for dairy breeds in organic production systems.
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