Prospecting Organic Production
of Spices in Rajasthan

Agricultural productivity is primarily dependent
on the availability of water, as land, seed, labor
and such other sources can be managed locally.
Rajasthan, the largest state of India covers 10.4%
area but receives only 1.04% water. Also it is the
water management aspect that is most tedious not
only technologically but also due to several social,
political and ecological issues involved in it.
Therefore, the easiest available water is rainwater
and 88% farming in Rajasthan is rainfall
dependent termed as rainfed farming. Under such
set of conditions spices got a prominent part in
Agriculture of Rajasthan that needs comparatively
less water than food crops but fetches higher price.
Also, the dry atmospheric conditions are most
suitable for spices like cumin. It is therefore, spices

Name of the Percent contribution in
spice crop India’s total production
Chilli 11-14
Coriander 77-82
Cumin 26-32
Fennel 28-34
Fenugreek 72-76
Ajwain 65-70
Dill seed 8-11
Garlic 24-28
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are grown in about 808705 ha. area with a
production of 668634 metric ton and having
significant contribution in India’s spice production
as shown in the table.

Organic Farming: a Boon for Susatainability

Organic farming or ecofreindly farming can be
the best option for solving the problems as well as
converting constraints into opportunities for
sustainable production in Rajasthan. Rajasthan
with the geographical area 3,42,000 sq. km is the
largest State of India with 75% of 56.4 million
population living in rural areas and about 70%
dependent on agriculture as source of livelihood.
In Rajasthan two third of the total geographical
area is under desert where animal husbandry
dominates agriculture as main rural activity.
Rajasthan has livestock population of 54.35
million, which comprises of 12.16 million Cattle,
9.76 million Buffaloes, 14.31 million sheep, 16.94
million goats and 0.67 million camels and 0.51
million others. This large cattle population is a
source of organic manure being provided in form
of cattle dung and urine. Demand of organic spices
is increasing in both international and domestic
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