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“In the early history 

of Anthroposophical 

development in 

Australia, the name 

of Ernesto Genoni 

must be given a 

prominent place”

Edith Magill, 1975
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Anthroposophical Society Victoria Michael Group …
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Anthroposophical Society Victoria Michael Group …
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b. Tirano, Italy, 1885

Google Maps

“The departure of Emilio for Australia 
in my first year of school”



www.accademiadibrera.milano.it 
www.thingstodo.viator.com

“Milano ... the beginning of my long 
period of sadness and nostalgia”

http://www.accademiadibrera.milano.it
http://thingstodo.viator.com/milan/pinacoteca-di-brera/
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“… the fifth year at Brera”



Rosa Genoni

“I was always the favourite brother for Rosa”
Portrait by Ernesto Genoni



1912, Broomhill, WA

Google Maps

“Australia!! The great joy in having my name 
called from the crowd while waiting to 

disembark from the Austerlitz”
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“Broome Hill .  
I find life glorious!”



“We talked all night with the brothers in Rina’s house ... how 
seriously [we take?] the idea of spiritualism”
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“Some painting but soon I am fully into farming at Etna”
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“Philip L’Hardy 
wants to settle 
me on the 
Kowerup farm. I 
refuse the offer 
and after a few 
weeks ... I return 
to Italy”
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“Back to Italy. I am 28 and indeed I am going 
through the most awful time of my life ... But at 

last I come to the decision to return to Australia 
... 1915 ... I am working at Etna”



“Life was too easy and without any interest. Xmas 1915! 
What a poor Xmas! Alone in the bush”
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“Every young man was then enlisting so I thought to enlist too ... 
with the purpose of serving in the medical corps”

Australian War Memorial



“I mentioned to the sergeant how I enlisted to serve in 
the medical corps and not as a fighter. I was told I 

was a cold footed and I was left behind”
Photo: Satu 

Suro

“Religion: Theosophy”  
(AIF Enlistment form)



Google Maps

Training
Tel el Kibir, Egypt

“I left with another contingent. During the 
trip I was mess orderly and I liked it. I 

remember the burial at sea ... Egypt, Suez”



Tel el Kibir, Egypt

www.dontforgetthediggers.com.au

“Two weeks there. The flies! The sand storm ... 
the adjoining desert” 1916

http://www.dontforgetthediggers.com.au
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The Somme



Somme May /June 1916) 
Getty

“Poziers ... The Sergeant calls for volunteer 
stretcher bearers. I came forward”



“... the first vision of dead bodies. My inner 
trust in Christ as Lord even of the shells!”

Australian War Memorial, Canberra



“I saw one of the stretcher bearers hit and fall. 
I gathered my courage and went out”

Australian War Memorial, Canberra



German Army 
1916: A cloud of phosphene gas  
General Photographic Agency/Getty Images

“The dying wounded in the front line during the 
barrage ... The nightmare ... ”



British Army 
1915: A wounded British soldier is stretchered back to camp. 
Hulton Archive/Getty Images

“The corporal ... tells me that I am to go to 
London for discharge from the Australian Army. 
At first I thought it was a joke”



Photo: 1916 ,Private collection
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Broomhill, WA, 
war memorial



“After a few weeks I was 
an Italian infantry soldier”

Nicolle, 2003



Italian participation 
en.wikipedia.org

“The refusal to repeat the [soldier’s oath of 
allegiance] ... prison ... another prison”

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I


htbo.tripod.com 
1917 October 24 The Italian Army is heavily defeated at the Battle of Caporetto.

“Prison ... the Colonel who told me that I must 
have some saint in Paradise looking after me, 
‘Yes’ I said ‘I believe so’ ... sent to Verona in the 
Medical corps ... and then to go to the front”

http://htbo.tripod.com/ht7.html


historicalphotosdaily.blogspot.com 
Two disabled soldiers on the grounds of the 4th London General Hospital.

“Military Hospital ... Rosa’s letter relating of 
rumours of peace. I read the letter loudly ... I 
was sent to prison”

http://historicalphotosdaily.blogspot.com/search/label/Soldier%20Wheelchair


Spanish flu
“The raging influenza... I went to Milan where I 
found Rosa and other of the family sick with 
influenza. So I stayed for few days to nurse 
them. Then went back to Verona to be sent once 
more to prison for being absent without leave for 
weeks” Ernesto



hamodia.com 
The Big Four of the Allies in Versailles for the Treaty of Versailles,  
1919 photo. 

“Autumn 1918!  ... I believed at the time that a 
new era was to enter into the World ... once more 
to prison ...  
[1919] at last I was a free civilian”

http://hamodia.com/features/this-day-in-history-9/
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“Rosa tells me of Anthroposophy”  1919  
Ernesto Genoni



Dornach

“1920 ... What a strange impression I received 
from the first view of the Goetheanum building” ”

Photo: John Paull of original at the Goetheanum



www.rudolfsteinerweb.com

“... the bewildering impression of the interior 
of the Goetheanum building. I could not 

enter in such saturated life of the spirit”

http://www.rudolfsteinerweb.com


“... the short conversation with Fraulein Vreed ... chilly!”
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“... the meeting with the Doctor ...”

Photo: John Paull



“Dornach ... I was 
trying to paint in 
the Anthro. way. 
Again at bottom I 
was not happy with 
my painting”
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“I was admitted to the Class. My gradual understanding 
of the German language at the lectures”

Photo: John Paull

The First Class 

19 esoteric lessons by Rudolf Steiner
15 Feb- 20 Sept 1924

in the Schreinerei



Koberwitz (Kobierzyce) 1924
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Koberwitz (Kobierzyce) 1924



Lute Drummond

National Library of Australia





“The big Michael painting. In 
September of that year the Doctor 
became ill. I returned to Milan” 1924
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War on War
Guerra alla Guerra Ernesto Genoni



“... the sad marriage” [Lydia, b. Austria]
Portrait by Ernesto Genoni



1926

Trove,1926



“I discovered Mrs Macky at the New 
Conservatorium. We started some 

Anthro. meetings” 1928
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Experimental 
Circle of 
Anthroposophical 
Farmers & 
Gardeners

1928

#165
Photo: John Paull



“In 1930 I went to Dornach again 
to become acquainted with the B.D 
farming”

Photo: John Paull



“Dornach ... Pfeiffer ... Riese .... Stegemann at Marienhohe ... 
Bartch near Berlin .... Swarz near Bremen ... London Mirbt ... 
Holland. Pfeiffer farm atRosendale. Then Dornach ... ”

Photo: John Paull



“Back to Etna with Fred ... Mr Meebold second visit 
there. The attempt to do BD... We bought cows ... rearing 
pigs  ... made insilage ... sheep ... The bank closed in and 
the farm got near bankruptcy  ”

Photo: John Paull



“Angelo from Melbourne offered me 
the Dalmore farm to manage. Went to 
Victoria once more ... Anthro meetings 
in Collins St. This is where I first met 
Ileen and Mrs Macpherson” c.1933

Photo: John Paull



Ileen Macpherson
1898-1984

Portrait by Ernesto Genoni



“Ileen comes to live at the 
farm [1935] ... Mr Meebold 
comes to stop at the farm ... 
The unhappy struggling for 
making a B.D farm ... a poor 
trip ... London ... Dornach ... 
Milan ... the dark clouds of 
war ... Dornach ... London ... 
San Remo  ... left for 
Australia ... July 1939 ”

Photo: John Paull



“Ileen ... her legs begin to give way ... Mrs Macpherson bought for me 
the block in Namur St ... During the war I was going to do gardening 
at Mr Ruby at Sandringham ... [Ileen] could not walk anymore. I 
return to live at  the farm ..  Ileen returns at the farm ... In 1952 we 
decide to build a house in Namur St ”

Demeter

Photo: John Paull



“From the beginning 
of 1952 we have the 
monthly study of the 
Leading Thoughts at 
the central Group ... 
we have been meeting 
since 1944 ”

“From the beginning 
of 1952 we have 
the monthly study of 
the Leading 
Thoughts at the 
central Group ... we 
have been meeting 
since 1944 ”
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Ernesto & Rosa
c.1963
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Ernesto’s First Class readings in Melbourne

Ernesto’s Leading Thoughts readings in Melbourne

Readings started c.1920s & continued after relinquishing the 
leadership of the Michael Group in 1968 (tbc)
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From 
1962-1968 
Ernesto is  
leader of the 
Michael Group
(age 77-83 yrs)

1975 RIP 
(age 89 yrs)
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Thank you ... 
Questions
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