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1 Invitation  
 

National Workshop on: 

  

Disappearing non-GM cotton – ways forward to maintain diversity, increase 
availability and ensure quality of non-GM cotton seed   
 

Synopsis 

In the last years, India has become the largest organic cotton producer worldwide with an 

increasing number of organic cotton projects throughout the country. Conversely in 2010, 

more than 80% of India‟s cotton area is grown with genetically modified Bt-cotton. Since the 

private and the public sector have withdrawn from the production of non-GM cotton seeds, 

the supply of non-GM seeds to the remaining 20% of farmers, including organic cotton 

projects, has become a critical. If no measures are taken to hold this process, the number of 

years for non-GM cotton seed production is counted. The absolute dominance of GM-cotton 

production will not only destroy India‟s organic cotton sector, but will also reduce genetic 

diversity, which will affect the agro-ecosystem equilibrium in long term.  

 

bioRe and FiBL invite to a two-day workshop on ways forward to maintain diversity, increase 

availability of appropriate  cultivars and ensure high quality of non-GM cotton seed crucial for 

organic production. In more particular we would like to focus on the challenges of organic 

cotton seed provision. The workshop is expected to:  

- provide overview on GM and non-GM cotton production in India; 

- picture on-going non-GM seed production in India (available varieties, propagation 

organizations, seed distribution, breeding projects); 

- highlight quality aspects and needs of non-GM (organic) cotton seed production; 

- depict a roadmap to increase availability and ensure quality of non-GM cotton seed in 

future.  

 

We are looking forward to interesting presentations and a constructive dialogue.  

 

Support 

The workshop is supported by the University of Agricultural Sciences Dharwad, bioRe India 

(Ltd), Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL), Switzerland, Chetna Organics and 

Cotton Exchange India. 

 

Location and time 

The workshop will be hold at the University of Agricultural Sciences Dharwad (UASD), 

Karnataka. It will take place from 21 to 22 June 2011.  

 

Workshop organisation 

- Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL), Dr. Dionys Forster, Ackerstrasse, CH-

5070 Frick, Switzerland 

- bioRe India (Ltd), Director Rajeev Baruah, 5th km Milestone, Kasravad Mandleshwar 

Road, Tehsil Kasravad, District Khargone – 451228, Madhya Pradesh, India 

- University of Agricultural Sciences Dharwad (UAS Dharwad), Dr. S.S. Patil, Dharwad - 

580 005, Karnataka, India 



 

2 

 

  



 

3 

 

2 Presentation 

2.1 Cotton Seed Development Strategies 

Dr. A. Barik, Directorate of Cotton Development (DOCD), Government of India, Mumbai, 
Maharashtra 
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2.2 CICR: Fostering linkages to support organic cotton programmes 

Dr. M. V. Venugopalan, Central Institute for Cotton Research (CICR), Nagpur, Maharashtra 
 
 
 
 
   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 



 

18 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 



 

19 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

20 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

21 

 

   

 

 

 

   

   

 



 

22 

 

  



 

23 

 

2.3 Organic cotton markets and challenges 

Ms P. Nagarajan, Regional Director Textile Exchange, Chennai, Tamil Nadu 
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2.4 Ensuring organic cotton quality and certification today 

Mr R. Baruah, Director bioRe India (Ltd), Khargone District, Madhya Pradesh 
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2.5 Cotton quality requirements for the industry 

Mr D. P. Arya, Pratibha Syntex, Indore, Madhya Pradesh 
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2.6 Experienced challenges and solutions of Chetna 

Mr A. Ambatipudi, Chetna Organic, Hyderabad, Andra Pradesh 
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2.7 Experienced challenges and solutions of Pratibha Syntex 

Dr S.C. Pandey, Pratibha Syntex, Indore, Madhya Pradesh 
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2.8 Experinced challenges and solutions of bioRe 

R. Baruah, Director bioRe India (Ltd), Khargone District, Madhya Pradesh 
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2.9 bioRe - FiBL research activities 

Dr D. Forster, Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL), Switzerland 
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2.10 bioRe - Cotton screening (on-station, on-farm) 

R. Verma, Research Manager bioRe India Association, Khargone District, Madhya Pradesh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

94 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

95 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

96 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

97 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

98 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

99 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

100 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

101 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

102 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  



 

103 

 

2.11 Cotton Seed Multiplication 

Raja Shekar and Tara Singh, Centre for Sustainable Agriculture, Hyderabad, Andra Pradesh 
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2.12 Perspectives and outlook for India's non-GM cotton in future 

Dr S.S. Patil, Senior cotton breeder ARS Dharwad Farm Dharwad, UAS Dharwad, Karnataka  
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3 Dharwad Declaration 21th June 2011 
 

Disappearing non-GM cotton – ways forward to maintain diversity, increase 

availability and ensure quality of non-GM cotton seed 

 

This declaration is made at the national workshop on „Disappearing non-GM cotton – ways 

forward to maintain diversity, increase availability and ensure quality of non-GM cotton seed‟, 

organised by bioRe India (Ltd), the Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL 

Switzerland) the University of Agricultural Sciences Dharwad (UASD) and supported by other 

stakeholders. Scientific guidance was given by Dr. S. S. Patil and his team (UASD) who have 

many years of experience and an outstanding reputation in cotton breeding. 

 

Cotton, a cash crop of India‟s rural economy is livelihood of about four million farmers. The 

adjacent textile industry employs another three million persons. In 2008, India has become 

the second largest cotton producer just after China. While seed cotton yield levels were 

rather modest (270 kg/ha) after independence, they steadily increased and reach on average 

up to 1820 kg/ha. The success of cotton improvement can mainly be associated to the 

coordinated efforts of farmers, breeders, agronomists, entomologists, pathologists and 

physiologists. Their commitments lead to the release of the world‟s first intra-specific 

Gossypium hirsutum hybrid cotton (HYBRID-4) in 1971. Besides indigenous Desi cotton 

varieties are native to India and provide sought-after characteristics such as hardiness, pest 

resistance and drought tolerance. Despite, this area under Desi cotton is fast declining. 

Nowadays Indian farmers grow 90% hirsutum, mainly hybrids, of which 90% is GM cotton. 

Thus, Desi cotton will only survive if yields and fibre quality will improve and the maturity 

period reduced. During the last two decades organic cotton production has gained increasing 

interest worldwide, but especially in India. The country has become the world‟s largest 

organic cotton producer. Up to 80% of world‟s organic cotton is reported to be produced in 

India. Also the global market for organic cotton products increased from 1.97 to 4.3 billion 

USD in 2007 and 2009, respectively. However, this market is threatened by the erosion of 

conventional varieties by GM cotton. Since the market for non-GM seed has become 

completely eroded, there is little interest by private seed companies to further invest in this 

sector. On the other hand, farmers have lost their traditional knowledge on seed production. 

Hybrid seeds have to be purchased each season and therefore cotton farmers depend today 

on a diminishing supply of non-GM cotton seed. Recent experience has been that available 

non-GM seeds has dubious quality (expired, chemically pre-treated, segregated) and based 

on only a few hybrids selected for responsiveness to fertilizer and chemical pest control that 

might not be adapted to their rain-fed, low input conditions. Moreover, there is a big risk of 

physical and genetic contamination of organic cotton with GM cotton and the loss of locally 

adapted genetic resources.  

 

Breeding cotton varieties and hybrids to suit different agro-ecological regions and providing 

quality cotton to meet the needs of the cotton sector has always been the priority of cotton 

breeders in India. The University of Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad has been a pioneering 

institute involved in developing cotton varieties and hybrids for over a century. The university 

has thus some of the best Indian cotton breeders and the greatest cotton germplasm bank in 

India. The disappearance of non-GM cotton in India and the awareness for genetic erosion 

convinced concerned stakeholders of the organic movement to give high priority to this issue. 
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The participants jointly declare that immediate action is needed to improve seed availability, 

seed access and seed quality of non-GM cotton varieties adapted to organic and low input 

conditions. In particular we support activities in the following areas: 

 

 

Collaboration and exchange: 

• Gathering and facilitating exchange of information, techniques and genetic material 

among stakeholders;  

• Pooling volume of producers seed demand and try to attract public and private cotton 

seed companies and organize an annual meeting to update on seed quantity needs; 

• Promoting public-private partnerships for non-GM cotton and the active involvement and 

collaboration of public cotton research, pre-breeding, breeding and multiplication with 

organic cotton producers, processors and private seed companies;  

• Forming a forum consisting of project heads, NGOs, farmer groups and other stakeholder 

to do policy advocacy. 

 

Desired Policy Changes: 

• Focusing policy and public research on conservation, multiplication and breeding of non-

GM seed; 

• Installing a board for organic cotton with financial and implementation powers;  

• Continuing dialogue with policy makers; 

• The provision for the safe guard of organic farmer from contamination of GM crop has to 

be included in the seed act; 

• Declare ecologically sensitive zones (i.e. around national parks) GM-free. 

  

Evaluation and multiplication of existing cotton varieties under organic and low input 

conditions:    

• Local testing and multiplication of existing non-GM cotton varieties on-station and on-farm 

under various conditions;  

• Maintaining and utilising of genetic diversity of non-GM germplasm in situ, especially of 

Desi cotton, to be prepared for future challenges of climate change. 

 

Establishing and optimizing the non-GM cotton seed value chain: 

• Implementing stringent preventive measures to avoid physical and genetic GM 

contamination;  

• Identifying specific non-GM areas for seed production; 

• Installing seed quality testing that can be implemented by farmers organizations, including 

test for GM contamination;  

• Establishing seed data base on availability of seeds and results from variety trials, 

especially fibre traits under different growing conditions;  

• Training farmers in seed multiplication, processing and storage; 

• Empowering farmers and farmer groups to set up own seed business; 

• Bringing valuable germplasm of public institutions to farmers‟ fields. 

 

Continuous improvement of non-GM varieties: 
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• Breeding non-GM cotton for high and stable yield and tailor-made quality for rain-fed low 

input conditions in isolation from GM fields; 

• Promoting participatory breeding approaches including breeders, farmers, researcher, 

processor, seed traders and spinning industry;  

• Taking special attention for local adaptation, nutrient and water use efficiency, natural 

mechanisms against pest and diseases, niche markets and extreme weather events; 

• Utilizing broad germplasm including the indigenous Desi cotton and other Gossypium 

species; 

•  Improving also inbred seed varieties for the option of farm saved seeds; 

•  Releasing varieties explicitly for organic and low input; 

• Training farmers to produce their own seed. 

  

To achieve these goals we join forces and partner in non-GM cotton seed issues to secure 

non-GM seed availability and genetic diversity over long-term.  

 

Dharwad, 21 June 2011  

 

Signed by: Dr. L. Savariraj, Sawed Trust; Dr. M. Abdaheer, Sawed Trust; A. Ambatipudi, 

Chetna Organic; D. P. Arya, Pratibha Syntex; Dr. A. Barik, DOCD Mumbai; R. Baruah, 

bioRe; V. Carriappa, Savayava Krishikar Sangha, HD Kote; M. Chinnaswami, Appachi 

Cotton; G. R. Dharmendar, Chetna Organic; Dr. D. Forster, FiBL; O. Gadade, Cotton 

Connect; P. V. Gaonkar, UAS Dharwad; A. Katyal, Sunstar Overseas Ltd; H. G. 

Kencharaddi, UAS Dharwad; M. Kunz, Remei AG; S. Makari, SOFA; Dr. M. Messmer, FiBL; 

P. Nagarajan, Textile Exchange; H. Patel, Agrocel; Dr. B. C. Patil, UAS Dharwad; Dr. S. S. 

Patil UAS Dharwad; K. Prasad, Sahaja Samrudha; G. Rajashekar, Centre of Sustainable 

Agriculture; M. Ramakrishnan, Arvind Limited; H. M. Ranganatha, UAS Dharwad; D. N. 

Reddy, Chetna Soceity; S. P. Reddy, UAS Dharwad; A. Roy, Ram Krishna Ashram Krishi 

Vigyan Kendra; K. Sainathan, Agrocel; M. S. Sunstar Overseas Ltd; R.T. Singh, Centre of 

Sustainable Agriculture; Dr. M. V. Venugopalan, CICR. 
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Annex 

Annex 1: Programme 

 

Disappearing non-GM cotton – ways forward to maintain diversity, increase availability and 

ensure quality of non-GM cotton seed   

   
  

21
st
 of June Tuesday  

Start Activity  Name 

08.15 AM Registration of delegates  All 

09.15 AM Welcome to the National Workshop on 

Disappearing non-GM Cotton 

 S.S. Patil 

09.25 AM Invocation  Ms Shilpa 

09.30 AM Welcome of the delegates, introduction 

of the delegates and the need for this 

workshop 

 Mr R. Baruah 

09.50 AM Inauguration  Dr D. Forster 

09.55 AM Inaugural address  Dr D. Forster 

10.00 AM Presidential remarks  Dr B.M. Khadi 

10.20 AM Vote of thanks  Dr B.C. Patil 

10.30 Break and group photo  All 

11.00 AM  Cotton Seed Development Strategies   Dr A. Barik 

11.30 AM CICR: fostering linkages to support 

organic cotton programmes 

 Dr M.V. Venugopalan 

11.45 AM  Organic cotton markets and 

challenges  

 Ms P. Nagrajan 

12.00 AM Ensuring organic cotton quality and 

certification today 

 Mr R. Baruah 

12.15 AM Short discussion  All 

12.30 AM Cotton quality requirements for the 

industry 

 Mr D.P. Aria 

12.45 AM Experienced challenges and solutions 

of Chetna  

 Mr A. Ambatipudi 

12.50 AM Experienced challenges and solutions 

of Pratibha Syntex 

 Dr S.C. Pandey 

01.00 PM Experienced challenges and solutions 

of bioRe 

 Mr R. Baruah 
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01.10 PM Short discussion  All 

1.00 PM Lunch  All  

2.00 PM bioRe - FiBL research activities  Dr D. Forster 

2.30 PM bioRe - Cotton screening (on-station, 

on-farm) 

 Mr R. Verma 

2.50 PM Seed multiplication and breeding for 

organic 

 Mr R. Shekar, Mr T. Singh 

3.10 PM Short discussion  All 

3.25 PM Perspectives and outlook for India's 

non-GM cotton in future 

 S.S. Patil 

4.00 PM Break     All 

4.15 PM Discussion and formulation of 

declaration for increasing availability 

and ensure quality of non-GM (low 

input/organic cotton) cotton seed in 

future  

 All 

    

8.00 PM Dinner   All 

 



 

 

Annex 2: Participant List 

Title First Name Name Organisation Details Email Phone 

Mr Arun Ambatipudi Chetna Organic Chetna organic, Hyderabad arunambi_ocgra@sify.com +91 99 59300330 

Mr Dheer Priya Arya Pratibha Syntex Pratibha Syntex Indore dpa@pratibhasyntex.com  +91 98 26874762 

Mr H.B.  Babalad UAS Dharwad Associate Prof, UAS, 
Dharwad 

hbbabalad@gmail.com +91 94 49809436 

Mr Hareesha  k. Badiger ARS, Dharwad TMC MM-I 3.2, ARS, 
Dharwad 

harsha3551@gmail.com +91 95 38572894 

Dr Anupam Barik Directorate of Cotton 
Development, Government 
of India  

Director, DOCD, Mumbai director_docd@rediffmail.com  +91 22 22611964 

Mr Rajeev Baruah bioRe India (Ltd) District Khargone, Madhya 
Pradesh, India 

rajeev.baruah@gmail.com +98 26 074664 

Mr Vivek Carriappa Savayava Krishikar 
Sangha, HD Kote  

Halasur Village Birwal PO 
HD Kote 

kracfarm@gmail.com +91 95 91905291 

Mr Mani Chinnaswami Appachi Cotton Appachi Cotton, 46 
Meenakarai Road Pollachi-
642004 

mani@appachicotton.com +91 96 88044000 

Mr Bharat 
Kumar 

Chitti GPB, Deptt, Dharwad GPB, Deptt, Dharwad chittibharat@gmail.com +91 89 70820441 

Mr G. Raja Dharmendar Chetna Organic Chetna organic, Hyderabad Dharmendar.gr@gmail.com +91 98 66508488 

Mr M.R.  Eshanna Agricultural Research 
Station, Dharwad 

ARS, Dharwad Farm, 
Dharwad 

eshannamr@yahoo.com +91 94 81448971 

Dr Dionys Forster Research Institute of 
Organic Agriculture (FiBL), 
Switzerland 

Ackerstrasse, P.O. Box, 
CH-5070 Frick, Switzerland 

dionys.forster@fibl.org  +41 62 865 0452 
+41 79 7957190 

Mr Omprakash Gadade Cotton Connect Cotton connect Ahmedabad Omprakash.gadade@cottonconnect.org +91 95 58807354 
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Title First Name Name Organisation Details Email Phone 

Dr R.S. Giraddi UAS Dharwad Proffessor, UAS, Dharwad rsgiraddi@yahoo.com +91 94 49613248 

Dr Suresh Hallikeri Agricultural Research 
Station, Dharwad 

ARS, Dharwad Farm, 
Dharwad 

hallsuasd@rediffmail.com +91 94 49801645 

Mr C.G.  Hiremath Indo American Hybrid 
Seeds Dharwad 

Indo American Hybrid 
Seeds (I) Pvt Ltd, Dharwad 

ckyhiremath@gmail.com +91 94 48225067 

Mr Sujay V. Hiremath ARS, Dharwad PhD Scholar, Dept of 
Genetics & Plant Breeding 

sujivanhi@gmail.com  

Dr Vamadevaiah Hiremath ARS, Dharwad Principal Scientist, ARS, 
Dharwad 

hmvamadevaiah@yahoo.com +91 83 62741092  
+91 94 49793098 

Mr Ajay Katyal Sunstar Overseas ltd  Sunstar Overseas ltd 
Sonepat 

ajaykatyal@sunstarmail.com +91 98 99064090 

Mr Hanama G. Kencharaddi UAS Dharwad ARS Dharwad Reddy.bmreddy@gmail.com  +91 99 02586517 

Mr Anil R. Kharsd Indo American Hybrid 
Seeds Dharwad 

Indo American Hybrid 
Seeds (I) Pvt Ltd, Dharwad 

anil@indamseeds.com +91 98 80082085 

Mr Markus Kunz Remei AG Remei, Wies, 6037 Root markus.kunz@remei + 41 41 7983214 

Mr B.G.  Mahesh Chetna Organic Farmers 
Association 

Chetna organic, 
Secunderabad, Hyderabad 
AP 

mahesh@chetnaorganic.org.in +91 98 45086842 

Mr Shivayogi Makari SOFA (SOFA) sanjeevini organic 
farmers association (R) 

sofaorganicorg@gmail.com +91 94 48838147 
+91 97 31704132 

Dr S.M.  Manjula Agricultural Research 
Station, Dharwad 

ARS, Dharwad Farm, 
Dharwad 

manjula_arsd@yahoo.com +91 94 48866474 

Ms Pooja V. Gaonkar UAS Dharwad SRF, ARS Farm Dharwad Pj.gaonkar@gmail.com  +91 97 39591067 
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Title First Name Name Organisation Details Email Phone 

Dr Monika Messmer Research Institute of 
Organic Agriculture (FiBL), 
Switzerland 

Ackerstrasse, P.O. Box, CH-
5070 Frick, Switzerland 

monika.messmer@fibl.org   +41 62 8657272 
+41 79 3791629 

Dr M.S. 
Abdaheer 

Musthafa Sawed Trust Sawed Trust sawedtrust@gmail.com +91 93 44659171 

Mrs Prabha Nagarajan Textile Exchange Regional Director, F-138 
7

th
 st Anne Nagar, 600102 

prabhanaga@gmai.com +91 44 26283585 

Mr R.A.  Nandagauri ARS, Dharwad SRF, TMC MM-I 2.2, ARS, 
Dharwad 

raj469198@rediffmail.com +91 94 48235877 

Mr Nagappa  Nimbegondi Sanjeevini Organic Farmers 
Association (SOFA) 

Farmer, SOFA, PO: Makari, 
TQ: Hirekerur, DT: Haveri 

sofaorganicorg@gmail.com +91 97 41260842 

Dr Satish 
Chandra  

Pandey Pratibha Syntex, Indore, 
MP 

Pratibha Syntex Indore, MP scpandey@pratibhasyntex.com +91 98 26874762 

Mr Hasmukh  Patel Agrocel VP, Agrocel Industries Ltd. 
Koday Char Rasta , District 
KUTCH – 370 460, Gujarat  

Hasmukh.patel@agrocel.net +91 94 28401423 

Mr Anand L. Patil Technician, UAS, Dharwad (Heggadadevanakote) UAS, 
Dharwad 

anand6707@yahoo.com +91 94 48155147 

Dr B.C. Patil UAS Dharwad Principal Scientist (cotton) & 
head ARS, Dharwad-7, 
UAS, Dharwad 

bc_patil@yahoo.com   +91 94 48680287 

Mr Rajeev S. Patil Student, UAS, Dharwad UAS, Darwad rajeevuasd@gmail.com +91 99 80333484 

Mr Rajesh S.  Patil UAS Dharwad Associate Proffessor, UAS, 
Dharwad 

rajeshpatil68@gmail.com +91 94 48973763 

Dr S.B.  Patil Agricultural Research 
Station, Dharwad 

Principal Scientist, 
(Entomologist) ARS, 
Dharwad 

patilsb_ent@yahoo.com  

+91 94 48981533 

Mr  Santosh Patil ARS, Dharwad (RA) ARS, Dharwad santosh11a@gmail.com  

+91 74 11427644 

 

mailto:monika.messmer@fibl.org
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mailto:sofaorganicorg@gmail.com
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mailto:bc_patil@yahoo.com
mailto:rajeevuasd@gmail.com
mailto:rajeshpatil68@gmail.com
mailto:patilsb_ent@yahoo.com
mailto:santosh11a@gmail.com
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Dr Shreekant S. Patil UAS Dharwad Senior cotton breeder ARS 
Dharwad Farm Dharwad 

sspadvance@indiatimes.com +91 9448837120 

Mr Ravi Kumar Patnaik AICCIP, Bhawanipatna Cotton Breeder, AICCIP, 
Bhawanipatna Regional 
Research & Technology - 
Transfer Station, ORISSA   

bhawanipatna_aiccip@yahoo.com   +91 9437070570 

Mr Shankar V.  Pawar J K Seeds J K Seeds, Hyderabad pawarv@jkseeds.com +91 7829902270 

Mr Krishna  Prasad Sahaja Samrudha 
Banglore 

Sahaja samrudha Banglore prasadk12@gmail.com +91 9880862058 

Mr Gaddam Rajashekar Centre of Sustainable 
Agriculture 

Pr Manager, CSA, 
Hyderabad 

rajashekar@csa-india.org +91 9440733715 

Mr Mahesh Ramakrishnan Arvind Limited J-302, Safal Parivesh, 
Prahalad Nagar, 
Ahmedabad 

Mahesh.spost@gmail.com +91 9904011226 

Mr H.M.  Ranganatha UAS Dharwad ARS, Dharwad Rangauasd1@gmail.com  +91 8453557557 

Mr P.K. Ararda Rao  Indo American Hybrid 
Seeds Dharwad 

Indo American Hybrid 
Seeds (I) Pvt Ltd, Dharwad 

arardarao@indamseeds.com +91 9686699291 

Ms Swathi P. Reddy UAS Dharwad Research Associate ARS 
Farm Dharwad 

Patilso3@yahoo.co.in  +91 7259454894 

Mr Narsimha  Reddy Donthi Chetna Soceity Chetana Society 201, 
Saidabad, Hyderabad 500 
659 (AP) 

Nreddy.donthi@gmail.com +91 9010205742 

Dr Avijit Roy Ram Krishna Ashram 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra 

RKA KVK, PO Nimpith 
south 24 press WB 

avijit.cotton@rediffmail.com +91 9475689098 

Mr Krishnan Sainathan Agrocel PM Agrocel Industries Ltd. 
Koday Char Rasta , District 
KUTCH – 370 460, Gujarat 

Sainath.k@agrocel.net +91 9448280058 
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Title First Name Name Organisation Details Email Phone 

Dr M. Lord  Savariraj Sawed Trust Sawed Trust, Theni Tamilnadu mlsraj2000@yahoo.co.in +91 93 45089980 

Mr L. Sekhar ARS, Dharwad SRF, TMC MM-I 1.6, ARS, 
Dharwad 

sekhar_gpb@yahoo.co.in +91 95 35409257 

Mr Mukesh  Sharma Sunstar 
Overseas ltd  

Project Head, Sunstar 
Overseas ltd, 40 K.M. Stone, 
G.T. Karnal Road, Bahalgarh, 
Distt. Sonepat, Haryana (India) 

mukeshsharma@sunstarmail.com +91 92 15849991 

Dr Chatpannarang Shivasharan ARS, Dharwad Principal Scientist, ARS, 
Dharwad 

uasdsnc1211@gmail.com +91 98 44601170 

Mr Ramawat Thara Singh Centre of 
Sustainable 
Agriculture 

Project Officer, CSA 12-13-445, 
Tarnaka, Secunderabad-17 

tara@csa-india.org  +91 97 01558846 

Ms Vijayalaxmi Udikeri CIRCOT CIRCOT (CICR) ARS, 
Dharwad 

vijaya_gu@yahoo.com +91 89 04899630 

Dr Ganesh Venkatraman Zameen 
Organic 

AOFG, Zameen Organic, 
Hyderabad 

govenkatraman@gmail.com +91 94 40803641 

Dr M. V.   Venugopalan CICR CICR, Nagpur mvvenugopalan@gmail.com  +91 99 70361057 

Mr Rajeev Verma bioRe India 
Association 

District Khargone, Madhya 
Pradesh 

biore.fieldtrial@gmail.com +99 26 052714 
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Annex 3: Photographs 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 Inauguration ceremony with bioRe Director R. Baruah, FiBL Chief Guest Dr D. 
Forster, H‟ble Vice Chancellor UAS Dharwad Dr B.M. Khadi, Director Extension 
UAS Dharwad Dr. L. Krishna Naik, and Director DOCD Dr A. Barik (fltr), (Photo: 
FiBL). 

 

 

 

 

 Workshop participants in the front of Dr. S.A. Patil Administrative Block of the 
University of Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad, (Photo: FiBL).  
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 Senior Scientist Dr. S.S. Patil from the Agricultural Research Station Dharwad 
Farm, UASD, Dharwad, during his exciting speech on “Perspectives and outlook 
for India's non-GM cotton in future” (Photo: FiBL). 
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Annex 4: Press Coverage 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 Thaindian News, Monday, June 27, 2011. “GM cotton seeds a threat to Indian 
Farmers: Researchers” 

 

 

 

 

 The Financial Express, Monday, July 18, 2011. “Cotton breeders fear GM 
backlash” 
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