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Abstract: The paper analyzes the development and the prospects of organic farming in 
the Czech Republic with particular emphasis on organic beef farming. Background 
information on organic farming in the Czech Republic regarding the structure of land use, 
legislation and support payments as well as a short description of the market for organic 
beef are provided. An analysis of the economic performance and of the impact of 
payments on the economic situation of organic beef farms follows. Grazing livestock 
farms, mostly cow-calf systems, are the most widespread farm type in the Czech Republic. 
Five typical farm models were set up with the aim of giving an overview of the diversity 
of organic beef production systems. The results indicate that organic beef farming is in 
most cases economically viable. Nevertheless, organic farming payments, as well as other 
payments, account for a high share of economic success, so that it can be stated that 
organic grazing livestock farms are highly dependent on support payments. 
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 The article was elaborated in frame of EU-research project “Further Development of Organic Farming in 

Europe with Particular Emphasis on EU Enlargement” QLK5-2002-00917. 


