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List of main stakeholder categories involved in organic food and farming

	Association
	Type

	· FEDERBIO

· Bodies and associations represented:

· Associazioni Consumatori ed Utenti (Consumers)

· Associazione Italiana Agricoltura Biologica (AIAB) (Producers, Consumers Technicians)

· Associazione Marchigiana Agricoltura Biologica (Marche Region: Producers, Consumers Technicians)

· AnaBio (Producers)

· AQB (Control body)

· Associazione Agricoltura Biodinamica (Biodinamic producers)

· Assometab (Producers of Inputs (i.e. F, SC and PPP) allowed in OF

· Bioagricert (Control body)

· Bioagricoop (Producers, Consumers Technicians)

· Biobank (Internet portal and press)

· Bios (Control body)

· Codex (Control body)

· Consortium (Control body)

· Ecocert (Control body)

· SANA (Shows, events and communication)

· Formaterre (Training)

· ICEA (Control body)

· IMC (Control body)

· Proscenio (Internet portal)
· QC&I (Control body)
· Qualità Italia (Control body)
· Sisdel (Consulting)
· Suolo e Salute (Control body)
· Terra Sana Italia
· Terre dell’Adriatico (Adriatic regions Producers, Technicians)
	· National Federation of organic food and farming associations and bodies (inspection, certification, producers, farmers, consumers, technicians)


	· IFOAM Italia
	· Italian branch of the International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM)

	· CNCU Consiglio Nazionale Consumatori Utenti
	· Council of Italian Consumers Associations

	· CIA Confederazione Italiana Agricoltori
	· National Association of Farmers 

	· COLDIRETTI Coltivatori Diretti
	· National Association of Farmers

	· CONFAGRICOLTURA Confederazione Agricoltura
	· National Association of Farmers

	· ASSITOL Associazione Italiana dell'Industria Olearia
	· Italian Association of Food Oil Industries

	· ASSOLATTE Associazione Italiana Lattiero-Casearia
	· Italian Association of Dairy Product Producers

	· FEDERALIMENTARE Federazione Italiana dell'Industria Alimentare
	· Italian Federation of Food Industry

	· ITALMOPA Associazione Italiana Mugnai e Pastai
	· Association of the Milling Industry

	· AIA Associazione Italiana Allevatori
	· Italian Association of Animal Breeders

	· FAI Federazione Italiana Apicoltori
	· Italian Beekeepers Federation

	· UNAPI Unione Apicoltori italiani
	· Italian Beekeepers Union

	· AIS Associazione Italiana Sementieri
	· Italian Association of Seed Producers

	· ASSOFERTILIZZANTI
· Associazione Industrie Fertilizzanti
	· Italian Association of Fertilizers (mineral and organic) and soil conditioners producers

	· CIC Consorzio Italiano Compostatori
	· Italian Composting Association: public and private companies, local authorities and others involved in the production of compost



Table 1. Projects financed by the Ministry of Agricultural and Forestry Policies MIPAF from 1998 to 2005 (MIPAF data)

	Year
	Projects
	Participants (Research Units)

	
	Voluntary submission/direct assignment
	Tot
	Univ.
	MIPAF
	Others

	1998
	1. Developing organic fertilization systems 
	2
	-
	2
	

	1998
	2. Pest and disease management in organic farming
	9
	5
	2
	2

	2000
	3. Quality indicators in organic farming products
	6
	-
	4
	2

	2002
	4. Organic animal production in Italy: current situation and perspectives 
	4
	-
	3
	1

	2004
	5. Plant essences as crop protectors in organic farming
	2
	2
	
	

	2005
	6. Soil management, substrate production and plant nutrition for organic Mediterranean products 
	5
	2
	2
	1

	
	7. Analysis of sheep-milk production by organic method
	4
	1
	1
	2

	
	8. Traceability markers for organic fruits
	5
	-
	3
	2

	
	9. Defining strategies to improve competitiveness of organic farming
	5
	2
	-
	3

	
	10. Strategies and alternative products to face the EU legal threshold values for copper in: wine; fruit-tree; vegetables; tomato
	4
	1
	1
	2

	
	11. Potato cultivars for organic farming
	3
	1
	1
	1

	
	12. Evaluation of new crop techniques for organic nursery 
	7
	2
	5
	-

	
	13. Comparison between conventional and organic products
	5
	-
	5
	-

	
	Funding (projects 1-13)
	€ 5’394’000

	2003
	 Public Call 
	
	
	
	

	
	14. Sustainable, traceable and safe organic olive oil production
	7
	5
	2
	-

	
	15. New production system for industrial crop: sugar-beet and tomato
	8
	2
	2
	4

	
	16. High quality production for organic hazelnut
	8
	4
	3
	1

	
	17. Economic, environmental and health sustainability in organic farming
	5
	3
	1
	1

	
	18. High quality production in fruit and vegetables for fresh and processed products
	12
	4
	3
	5

	
	19. Genetic and crop improvement for organic cereals – wheat, barley, oats
	5
	5
	-
	-

	
	20. Bioactive substances in the organic farming chain
	1
	1
	-
	-

	
	Funding (projects 14-20)
	€ 5’079’030

	2000-04
	Funding of institutional research activity of MIPAF-CRA centres on OF&F
	€ 2’500’000

	
	Total funding  
	€ 12’973’030





Table 2. Financed projects according to subject areas in Euro (projects 1-20 of table 1)

	Subject area
	Resources of the Ministry of Agricultural and Forestry Policies MIPAF
	Number of projects

	Farming systems
	1’196’970
	2

	Animal husbandry
	86’000
	2

	Crop husbandry
	6’761’387
	11

	Soil
	600’000
	2

	Food systems
	2’140’000
	3

	Environmental aspects
	-
	-

	Values, standards and certification
	-
	-

	Knowledge management
	-
	-

	TOTAL FUNDING
	10’473’030 *
	20


* The sum does not include institutional research activity of research centres of the National Research Council (CRA).




Table 3. Organic food and farming projects financed by public or private institutions* 

	Institution
	Fruit-tree, grape and wine
	Horticulture
	Cereals and other crops
	Husbandry
	Human nutrition
	Others
	Total

	Regions
	19
	18
	16
	11
	
	1
	65

	Universities
	5
	3
	
	2
	2
	
	12

	Ministry of Research 
	1
	
	2
	
	1
	
	4

	 National Research Council CNR
	
	1
	1
	
	
	
	2

	 National Body for Alternative Energy ENEA
	4
	
	1
	
	
	
	5

	EU
	
	1
	5
	3
	
	
	9

	Provinces, local institutions
	19
	4
	4
	1
	
	
	28

	Private
	1
	
	4
	
	
	
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	49
	27
	33
	17
	3
	1
	131


Data mainly from CEDAS
: Ricerca e sperimentazione sull’agricoltura biologica in Italia, Annuario 2002, CEDAS, Osservatorio Agroambientale, Forlì-Cesena, Italy; updated and modified. 

Table 4. Facilities devoted to organic food and farming research in projects funded by the Ministry of Agricultural and Forestry Policies MIPAF
	Type
	Contacts
	Dated / % organic food and farming
	Further details

	Laboratory/ analyses


	Consiglio per la Ricerca e sperimentazione in Agricoltura CRA (Council for Agriculture Research & Experimentation CRA)

Contact: Stefano Bisoffi, http://www.entecra.it/sito/index.htm 


	From 1994; 20 -100 % dedicated to organic food and farming, depending on the subject area. 

Approximately 300 m2 

labs used for organic food and farming in research centres located in different regions
	state of the art laboratories and analytical instrumentation:

spectroscopy, spectrometry, chromatography, molecular biology, NMR, rheology.

These equipments are used for studies in plant pathology, entomology, soil chemistry & biology, plants and food related research for different areas: cereals, fruits, vegetables, flowers, olive oil, wine, aromatic plants (herbs), animal husbandry, beekeeping

	
	Istituto Nazionale di Ricerca per gli Alimenti e la Nutrizione INRAN (Food & Nutrition Research Institute)

Contact: Flavio Paoletti, 
Elena Mengheri http://www.inran.it/ricerca 
	from 1995; 

500 m2 labs (20 % used for organic food and farming research)


	state of the art laboratories and analytical instrumentation for food technology, food chemistry, experimental nutrition; cells-micro-organism culture labs; experimental animal stables

	
	Dipt. Produzioni Vegetali -Univ.della Tuscia, Viterbo (Dept. Plant Production –Tuscia University) 
Associate Professor Rosario Muleo,
http://www.unitus.it/dipartimenti/dpv/Muleo.htm 
	from 2004; 20 % dedicated to organic food and farming

50 m2 (20 % used for organic food and farming research)

 
	

	
	Dipt. Biologia animale e Genetica, Univ. di Firenze (Department of Animal Biology & Genetics – University of Florence) 

Contact: Marcello Buiatti,
http://www.dbag.unifi.it/schede/Buiatti.html 
	from 2004, 20 % dedicated to organic food and farming


	

	
	Istituto di Genetica Vegetale, CNR (Institute of plant genetics, National Research Council) Perugia
	50 m2; 12 % dedicated to organic food and farming
	State of the art laboratories and analytical instrumentation of molecular biology: DNA sequence analysis, DHPLC, nucleic acid electrophoresis, PCR

	Experimental/demonstration farm


	CRA (Consiglio per la Ricerca e sperimentazione in Agricoltura - Agriculture Research & Experimentation Council) 

Contact Stefano Bisoffi,
http://www.entecra.it/sito/index.htm
	1992 –2000, 100 % dedicated to organic food and farming
	About 45 hectares in experimental farms located in different regions devoted to: cereals, fruits, citrus, olive oil tree, vegetables, officinal plants, beekeeping; see also tab. 5

	greenhouses
	CRA (Consiglio per la Ricerca e sperimentazione in Agricoltura - Agriculture Research & Experimentation Council)

Contact Stefano Bisoffi, http://www.entecra.it/sito/index.htm
	2000; 30-50 % dedicated to organic food and farming 
	greenhouses for cereals, vegetables, flowers, olive oil in the research centres located in different regions

	
	Dipt. Produzioni Vegetali -Univ. della Tuscia, Viterbo (Dept. Plant Production –Tuscia University) 

Contact Associate Professor Rosario Muleo,
http://www.unitus.it/dipartimenti/dpv/Muleo.htm
	2004; 20 % dedicated to organic food and farming
	160 m2



Table 5. Location of experimental farms involved in some ongoing projects funded by the Ministry of Agricultural and Forestry Policies MIPAF

	Centres of the National Council of Agriculture Research and Experimentation CRA:
	Location
	Size
	% area OF
	Production
	Year

	CRA - Experimental Institute for Fruits
	Ciampino (Roma)
	32 ha 
	6 %
	Fruits
	-

	CRA - Experimental Institute for Soil
	Fagna (Firenze)
	40 ha
	50 %*
	Forage crops and cereals
	1994

	
	Vicarello (Pisa)
	20 ha
	50 %*
	Forage crops and cereals
	1996

	CRA - Experimental Institute for Olive tree
	Rende (Cosenza) 
	3 ha
	100 %
	Olive tree
	1997

	CRA - Experimental Institute for Forestry 
	Villazzano (Trento)
	0.3 ha
	100 %
	Officinal plants
	2004

	CRA – Experimental Institute for Citrus
	Lentini (Siracusa)
	25 ha
	8 %
	Citrus (Orange)
	1996

	CRA – Experimental Institute for Industrial Crops
	Budrio (Bologna)
	22 ha 
	10 %
	Industrial crops
	2000

	CRA – Institute for Beekeeping
	Reggio Emilia 


	70 beehives
	20 %
	Honey
	2000

	Other centres
	
	
	
	
	

	Cascina Vimagano, Graffignana (private)
	S. Angelo Lodigiano (Lodi)
	10 ha 
	100 %
	Cereals
	- 

	Experimental Centre and Agro-environmental Centre (regional)
	Calcinaro (Cesena)
	18 ha
	7 % 
	Fruits
	1996

	Regional Experimental Centre of Mirto Crosia
	Mirto Crosia (Cosenza)
	12 ha
	30 %
	Olive tree
	1997


* includes research on sustainable agriculture 

Table 6. Long term field experiments in Italy
	Research Institution/Body and Contact Person(s)
	Starting Year 
	Description/Aims/Size

	CRA: Experimental Institute for Citrus & Experimental Institute for Plant Nutrition 
Contact:

Giancarlo Roccuzzo and Stefano Canali 
http://www.agrumicoltura.it/home.aspx 


	1994
	Studies on yield, quality of citrus, nutrient turnover in the soil-plant system, soil quality.

Randomised block experimental design with 4 treatments (1 conv + 3 bio different soil management strategies). 1.8 hectares

	Università della Tuscia, Viterbo (University of Tuscia)

Contact: Fabio Caporali 
http://www.unitus.it/dipartimenti/dpv/Caporali.htm
	2001


	Studies on cereals and pulses. Crop combination and interactions. 0.5 ha

	Università di Pisa (University of Pisa), Centro Interdipartimentale di Ricerche Agro-ambientali (E. Avanzi) located in S. Piero a Grado.

Contact

Paolo Barberi 
http://www.sssup.it/sssup/ 

Marco Mazzoncini
http://www.agr.unipi.it/daga/Mazzoncini-it.html
	2001
	Field crops (cereals and pulses) in a stockless farming system.

Topics: yield and product quality, soil management, weed management, nutrient turnover, soil quality, crop interactions.

Comparison of conventional vs. organic. 24 ha 

	Università degli Studi di Firenze (University of Florence), Azienda Agraria Montepaldi

Contact : Concetta Vazzana http://www.unifi.it/cercachi/scheda.php?codice=038595 
	1991
	Field crops (cereals and pulses) in a stockless farming system.

Topics: yield and product quality, functional biodiversity in relation to crop protection, green manuring, crop interaction, evaluation of allowed F+SC.

Comparison of conventional vs. integrated vs. organic. 13 ha (microfarm experimental approach)

	Università degli Studi di Perugia (University of Perugia), 

Experimental station of the University, located in Papiano

Contact : Guiducci Marcello 
http://www.agr.unipg.it/disaprov/agronomia/guiducci.htm 
Arianna Boldrini 
http://www.agr.unipg.it/disaprov/agronomia/welcome.htm 


	1998
	Field crops and open field vegetables (tomato) in a stockless farming system.

Topics: yield and product quality, crop protection, green manuring, mechanical weed management, variety testing.

Comparison of conventional (low input) VS organic. 1.4 ha

	Centro Ricerche Produzioni Vegetali CRPV (Research Centre for Crop Production), Cesena

Contact : Cristina Piazza
http://www.sinab.it/programmi/res.php?tp=istituzioni&id=52
	1996
	Field crops and open field vegetables (tomato) in a stockless farming system.

Topics: yield and product quality, green manuring.

Comparison of conventional vs. organic + new technologies for OF. 8 ha.

	Centro Ricerche Produzioni Vegetali CRPV (Research Centre for Crop Production), Cesena

Contact : Vanni Tisselli 
http://www.sinab.it/programmi/
res.php?tp=istituzioni&id=52 


	1995
	Open field vegetables (horticultural specialised production system).

Topics: effect of rotation, green manuring, variety testing, allowed inputs (F+SC and PPP) testing and evaluation.

Aimed to develop new technologies for OF. 1.4 ha.

	Centro Ricerche Produzioni Vegetali CRPV (Research Centre for Crop Production), Cesena

Contact
- Vanni Tisselli 
http://www.sinab.it/programmi/res.php?tp=istituzioni&id=52 

	1999
	Open field vegetables for industrial transformation (i.e. green beans, spinach, pea, tomato) and cereals (not a specialised horticultural production system).

Topics: effect of rotation, green manuring, variety testing, allowed inputs (F+SC and PPP) testing and evaluation.

Aimed to develop new technologies for organic farming  1.2 ha.


Table 7. Italian university courses, masters and PhD in organic food and farming research 

	University
	University Courses
	Type
	Requirements
	Years

	Pisa 
	Agricultural Sciences (organic and multifunctional farming) 


	L
	high school
	3

	Torino
	Plant Production (Organic farming productions)
	L
	high school
	3

	Viterbo
	Agricultural Sciences (Agro-ecology)


	L
	high school
	3

	Palermo
	Organic Farming 
	L
	high school
	3

	Firenze
	Organic and Environmental Farming 
	LS
	1st graduation
	2

	Pisa
	Agricultural Sciences (organic and multifunctional farming) 
	LS
	1 st graduation
	2

	Torino
	Agro-ecology
	LS
	1 st graduation
	2

	Viterbo
	Agricultural Sciences (Agro-ecology)
	LS
	1 st graduation
	3

	
	Master Degree
	
	
	

	Bologna
	Sustainable Development and Agro-environmental Systems Management
	
	1st graduation
	1

	Firenze
	Agro-ecology (organic and biodynamic farming) 
	
	1st graduation
	1

	Milano
	Management, Control and Marketing for Organic Production
	
	1st graduation 
	1

	Napoli
	Organic Farming
	
	1st graduation
	1

	Pisa
	Exploitation and Control of Quality Agro-food Production 
	
	1st graduation
	1

	Siena
	Communication for Wine and Food, typical and Organic Products
	
	1st graduation
	1

	Mediterranean agronomic Institute of Bari (IAMB-CIHEAM) 
	Mediterranean Organic Farming 
	
	1st graduation (mainly for students from developing countries)
	



Table 8. Resources of the Ministry of Agricultural and Forestry Policies MIPAF for fellowships and research training on organic food and farming
	Year
	Number
	Type
	Budget €
	Duration (years)

	2001
	15
	Research training contracts
	232’000
	3

	2003
	12
	Fellowships for graduate students (2nd degree)
	180’000
	2

	2003
	22
	Research training contracts
	341’000
	3

	Total
	
	
	753’000
	


� Centro Documentazione Agricoltura Sostenibile / Documentation Centre for Sustainable Agriculture (CEDAS), http://www.osservatorioagroambientale.org/cedas.htm
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