
Organic agriculture, organic opportunities, what, why, the big picture, the global picture & where China 
fits.

A map of the world from an organics perspective - a density equalizing map.
The size of each territory is proportional to the certified organic hectares.
Australia is #1; China in #4.
If China is to be number 2 then it needs to leapfrog Argentina and USA.
To get the top spot China would need to beat Australia.

The past decade has been a decade of growth for organic agriculture (OA). 
Of the 160 countries that report OA, Australia & China take the 2 lead positions for growth over the past 
decade.



Let me introduce you to three people who are a part of the organics story.
First there is Professor Franklin King, a US professor of agriculture.
Disenchanted with the USDA and its recommendations, in 1909 he came to see how China, Japan and 
Korea were producing food.
His detailed account was released in 1911 as Farmers of Forty Centuries.
King was enthusiastic about the Chinese way of food production.

Second is Rudolf Steiner, an Austrian philosopher.
He was the first to call for a new and differentiated agriculture that rejected the developing paradigm of 
chemical agriculture.

Third, Rudolf Steiner influenced Lord Northbourne in the UK.
Northbourne studied and taught agriculture at Oxford University.
He coined the term ‘organic agriculture’.
He framed the issue as a contest of organic agriculture versus chemical agriculture.



The 5 Nos of OA:
no synthetic fertilizers, no synthetic pesticides, no GMOs, no nanotechnology and no irradiation.

The 4 Yeses of OA - the reasons customers buy organic:
healthier for me, healthier for my children, better for the environment, and kinder to animals.

A study this year reported that consumers from USA buy organic to avoid 4 things:
pesticides, hormones, antibiotics, and preservatives.



3 consumer concerns:
the price, are benefits worth it, what are the health benefits?

Certified Organic added 17% to the value of Australian produce,
Certified Organic added 12% to the value of Chinese produce.
For Australian consumers, for food from China, organic helps closes the gap between the 
attributed value of Australian & Chinese produce
(reducing the gap to 14.4%).

Why should China embrace organic production? 
This brings us to pollution!
I have observed and visited China over nearly 30 years.
I witness an economic miracle but an environmental catastrophe.



The view in Hobart.
What can you see?
The answer is everything - colour, and as far as the eye can see.

This is Australia.
Hobart is our most southerly city.

Hobart.
Healthy air.



Wuhan.
Dangerous air.

Colour of water, trees.

Here is the contrast.



This is China - you see that pollution is not just a Wuhan issue. It is a China issue.
The opportunity is to adopt more clean & green practices - and that includes organic food production.

Mao Tse Tung said: “Let a thousand flowers blossom”.
OA cannot solve all of China’s pollution problems but Organic agriculture can be one of those flowers 
and can contribute to working towards the cleaner & greener China.

China’s supermarkets are making an effort to educate consumers.
Organic also needs a push from China’s universities, government, and food companies.



I take the view that China always aspires to be number 1.
Let’s look at who is leading the world in OA - I will look at 12 different ways of measuring leadership.
For certified organic hectares: Australia, Argentina, and USA lead the world - as we saw China is #4 -
but organic is more than just agriculture.

For certified organic wild, Finland, Brazil, Cameroon are the world leaders.
China has almost 1 million hectares of certified organic wild hectares.

For organic aquaculture, Vietnam, Bangladesh, and Brazil lead the world.
No data for China.



For organic forestry, Portugal, Iceland, and Malawi lead the world.
None reported for China.

Biodynamic is a specialised form of organic agriculture, it follows the principles of Rudolf Steiner.
Germany, Italy, and France are the world leaders.
No data for China.

For organic producers, India, Uganda, and Mexico are the world leaders.
No data reported for China.



For the proportion of organic agriculture to total agriculture, the Falkland Islands, Liechtenstein, and 
Austria are the world leaders.
China is 0.36% organic, which is below the World average of 0.86%, and well below Australia’s 2.93%. 
So for China a first aspiration could be to achieve the world average.

For per capita organic consumption, Switzerland, Denmark, and Luxembourg lead the world.

For the national organics market,  USA, Germany, and France are the world leaders.



For the year-on-year increase in organic hectares, the world leaders are the Faroe Islands, Mauritius, 
and the Congo
 - with big increases in a single year they demonstrate that much progress can be made in a short time.

For membership of IFOAM, the International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements, the world 
leaders are
Germany, India, and China - this it suggests that China is serious and on the move with the adoption of 
organics.

For organic research papers, Germany, Denmark, and Switzerland lead the world.
In the organics database of research (orgprints.org), China has 12 papers recorded, and  Australia has 
97 papers recorded.



Of the 27 leaders in organic agriculture identified here,
Germany tops the list, and both Australia and China are there.

There are many opportunities in organic agriculture for China.
I hope this prompts thinking about the variety of organic opportunities,
and in particular thinking about growing some aspects of organic production.

And one final opportunity - I invite you to publish your organics research in the Journal of Organic 
Systems (JOS),
or volunteer to be a reviewer, or you could be a guest editor for an issue.



Thank you.
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