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The organic seed regulations framework in Europe –current status and 
recommendations for future development 
Thomas F. Döring et al
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HOW TO MAKE THE ORGANIC SEED SECTOR MOVE
FORWARD

Currently, potential players lack a strong incentive for development because current 
regulations are not clear or coordinated enough among countries. 

Stakeholders in the organic sector therefore agree that in order for the organic seed sector to 
move forward it should aim 

(a) to sell or use more organic seed; 

(b) to have more seed companies involved in producing organic seed; 

(c) to reduce the price of organic seed; and 

(d) to further harmonise European organic seed regulations as different rules are still applied 
by member states. 
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ORGANIC SEED DATABASES IN EU

 With the aim to increase transparency, the EU member states are required to maintain a 
database of available organic seed material and subsequently produce an annual report 
regarding the derogations granted in the individual member states. 

 The aim of the annual report is to increase production and utilisation of organic seed 
material. 

 Seed companies can enter their organic seed products in the database and customers 
(producers) can then check the availability of organic seed for numerous varieties. 

 Databases are also used to manage derogation requests by producers and can generate 
statistical information such as changes over time in derogations sought for a particular 
crop.

ORGANIC SEED DATABASES

https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/organic/eu-policy/eu-rules-on-production/seeds-database_da
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ORGANIC SEED DATABASES IN EU

 While some organic seed databases are large and well used (e.g. OrganicXseeds in 
Germany), there are some countries for which organic seed databases are not publicly 
available at all. 

 In others, such as Italy or Switzerland, the available databases are reportedly not used by 
many producers. 

 Reasons for low usage of databases include the absence of some locally interesting 
varieties (as reported for Italy) or limited participation of seed companies (as reported for 
Switzerland). 

 The wider organic movement should therefore recognise that increased investment in 
seed databases is necessary to improve the situation of the organic seed sector. 
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ORGANIC SEED DATABASES IN EU

 Currently there is no common European database, although there is common usage of 
some larger databases among countries sharing the same language. 

 If a common European database on organic seed were set up, it would need to 
incorporate national databases within it. 

 One great advantage of a European database would be to encourage sourcing of organic 
seed from similar environments across Europe. 

 A potential disadvantage of an EU-wide database is that it would be more difficult to 
resolve derogation queries than when databases are limited to national level. 
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SUGGESTED WAYS TO IMPROVE THE 
DATABASES
 Latin species names should be shown; 

 meaningful and consistent units should be used for quantities of seed; 

 cross-links between national databases should be improved, such as by standardising
plant names; 

 databases should be made more user-friendly; 

 in some cases, seed companies need to update entries more regularly; 

 varieties on national databases could be marked for their regional appropriateness

 information should also be given about how soon a listed variety is to be available (this is 
particularly significant because organic producers frequently seek derogations if a seed 
company is not able to deliver organic seed within a short enough time frame, typically a 
few days). 
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