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HORECA Forum

Green Public Procurement

Andrzej Szeremeta, IFOAM EU Group

Green Public Procurement in the EU

Based on the Communication from the Commission Public 

procurement for a better environment 16.7.2008 (COM(2008) 

400 final )

Green Public Procurement (GPP) relies on having clear and 

ambitious environmental criteria for products and services.

“…public authorities seek to procure goods, services and works 

with a reduced environmental impact throughout their life 

cycle ...“

Food and catering services is 1 of 10 priority sectors. 

Commission website http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/

Green Public Procurement

More organic food

in public canteens!

IFOAM EU Grpup woul like to facilitate

the exchnage of information, experience and best practises

www.ifoam-eu.org/workareas/policy/php/Greenpublicprocurement.php

GPP case studies by Commission

• GPP brochure on good practice examples - case studies 

from the Europe

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/case_en.htm

•Organic meals in Malmö’s schools (Sweden)

•Organic meals in Rome's schools (Italy)

•Organic food in Badalona's schools (Spain)

•Organic produced meals in East Ayrshire schools 

(Scotland)

GPP handbook by Commission

• Buying Green - a handbook on GPP is a concrete tool to 

help public authorities to buy goods and services with a 

lower environmental impact

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/buying_handbook

_en.htm

Further steps by Commission

DG Environment 

- closer look for development of GPP in food and 

catering during preparation of the Sustainable food

report (2013)

- good examples and pratcices

- obstacles for developement

- needs for improvement (e.g. legislation)

- call for more organic food in public canteens
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BioFach seminar - Green Public Procurement

Moderation:

- Andrzej Szeremeta, IFOAM EU Group

Speakers:

- Niels Heine Kristensen, Aalborg University (DK)

- Mark Stein, Salford University Business School (UK)
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GREEN PUBLIC PROCUREMENT
� 60% ORGANIC IN ALL PUBLIC CANTEENS?!

S E S S IO N  O N  G R E E N  P U B L IC  P R O C U R E M E N T
� O R G A N IC O P P O RT U N IT Y?
B IO FA C H 2 0 1 3 ,  N Ü R N B E R G

N I E L S  H E I N E  K R I S T E N S E N

P R O F E S S O R ,  P H D

A A U C O P E N H A G E N

� Publ ic  p rocurem e nt  can be �� �� � ��� � �	 � � 
���
�� and inf lue nc e both 
produc t io n and consum p t io n / sup p ly and dem and

� Publ ic  f ood can a lso  cont r ib u te  to  �		�� � � �� ��
� � under s ta nd ing the  
im pac t  o f  f ood cho ices on hea l th,  the  envir o nm e nt  and com m unit y

� cont r ib u te s to  ��	���� � �	 � � 
� � 
	� �� � i . e .  im prove hea l t h and educat io n ,  
inc rea se oppor tun i t i e s f o r  f ood SMEs,  and c reate  j obs,  as we l l  as 
suppor t  envir o nm e nt a l  ob j ec t ive s and loca l  p roducer s

� A pragm at ic  exam ple  o f  exam ple  o f  what  is m eant  by j o ining  f ood 
produc t io n and consum p t io n  agenda s:co �p r od uc t io n

� Dist r ib u t io n o f  the  Food Market  in DK :
1 /3  FOOD SERVICE
2/3  RETAIL

Why is public procurement important?

F O O D S C A P E S ,  I N N O V A T I O N  &  

N E T W O R K S �
2

Status quo is not an option:
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Name of department:

3

European Commission –
Standing Committee on 
Agricultural Research 
(SCAR), The 3rd SCAR 
Foresight Exercise (2011) 
Sustainable food 

consumption and 

production in a 

resource%constrained 

world.

Planetary Boundaries already exceeded?

0 6 . 0 3 . 2 0 1 3

4

TITEL  PRÆSENTATION  MIT NAVN  
AALBORG UNIVERSITy

Source: Rockström et al. 
������ 2009

� Sets standar ds and c r i t er i a  f or  procurem ent  i n  EU m em ber  states

� Or ig ina l l y  put  i n  p lace to  guarant ee f a i r  com pet i t i on and f ree f l ow 
of  goods and serv i ces i n  the com m on m arket  

� Has m ov ed towards heal th ,  env i ronm enta l  and anim al  wel f are 
standa r ds?

� W hat  nex t?

EU Public Procurement Policy

N A M E  O F  D E P A R T M E N T � 5

Green Public Procurement

N A M E  O F  D E P A R T M E N T � 6

Green Public Procurement

� "...a process whereby 
public authorit ies seek to 
procure goods, services 
and works with a reduced 
environmental impact 
throughout their l ife cycle 
when compared to goods, 
services and works with 
the same primary function 
that would otherwise be 
procured.” 

COM(2008) 400 final 
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� Roadm ap f or   resour c e ef f i c i ent  Europe and EC Com m unicat i on on 
Susta inabl e Food

� CAP 2020 RD – bet ter  m arket  access to  l ocal  and regi onal  m arkets 
by  Sm al l  and Medium � f arm er s

EU Policy horizon

N A M E  O F  D E P A R T M E N T � 7

� Su sta i n a b l e  d i e t s :

N E W  D I E TA RY G U I D E L I N E S  – I N TE R N ATI O N A L  &  N ATI O N A L

� Fo o d  fo r  e c o l o g i c a l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h :  

O N LY CO N SI D E R  M U LTI - SECTO R  I N TE RV E N TI O N S

� Re - e n g i n e e r  fo o d  sy st e m :  

R O A D M A P S;  FR A M E W O R K S;  LO W  E N E R GY I N FR A STR U C TU R E

� P r i c e s:  from ‘value-for-money ’ to ‘values for money ’
U SE  R I S I N G  E N E R GY P R I CE S  TO  G E T M O R E  € $ £  TO  G R O W E RS

� Co n su m e r  b e h av i o u r  c h a n g e :  

CO N TR A C T &  CO N V E R G E ;  ‘C I T I Z E N S H I P ’  N OT CO N SU M E R I SM

The ����
��
 agendas on public procurement � food

N A M E  O F  D E P A R T M E N T � 8

Danish Government Organic Action Plan – green transition

N A M E  O F  D E P A R T M E N T � 9

The Danish ”catering label” (spisemærke)

N A M E  O F  D E P A R T M E N T � 1 0

1. THE PUBLIC INSTITUTION MUST SHOW  THE WAY

2. ORGANICS AFTER 2013 – LEGAL FRAMEW ORK

3. THE ORGANIC FARMER AND TRANSIT ION

4. PRODUCT DEVELOPME NT AND INNOVATION

5. DISTRIBUTIO N AND MARKETING

6. RESEARCH AND DEVELOPM E NT

The Minister of Foods priorities:

N A M E  O F  D E P A R T M E N T � 1 1 N A M E O F  D E P A R T M E N T � 1 2

Organic procurement policy for food

� The publ i c  k i t chens m ust  hav e ” the si l v er l abel ”  by  2020 – 60�90% 
organi c product s  i n  the i r m eals

� The canteens of  the Min i st ry of  Food wi l l be conv er ted t o organi c
f ood in a par t i c i par to ry process wi th the em ployees and  the 
suppl i er s

� Suppor t  wi l l be dedi cated educat i on,  i n f orm at i on and p ro jec t
m anagem ent  

� Ex ist i ng school f ru i t system s m ust  be as organi c as poss i b le

S o u rc e:  M in is t r y o f  fo o d o rg an ic ac t io n  p lan ,  d ec em b er  2 0 11
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����
��������� with organic goals / 60%

Name of department:

13

� Ci ty  of  Copenhagen has a goal of  90% organi c i n  2015

� Ci ty  of  Copenhagen has set  goal s to becom e the f i rst carbon
neut ra l  capi ta l i n  the wor l d by  2025

� Par t  o f  the st ra tegy inc luded a m andatory  green roof pol i cy  (Ci t y  o f  
Copenhagen 2010)

ALL NEW  BUILDINGS W ITH A ROOF SLOPE OF LESS THAN 30 
DEGREES

City of Copenhagen � political goals

N A M E  O F  D E P A R T M E N T � 1 4

Name of department:

15

Copenhagen House of Food 

• Public procurement policy 
complex

• Administrative burden for 
small suppliers/producers

• Local as a broader 
definition of organic

• Cannot explicitly say local 

• Fresh and seasonal

• Different interpretation of 
rules

The DK support scheme for 60% organic

0 6 . 0 3 . 2 0 1 3

1 6

TITEL  PRÆSENTATION  MIT NAVN  
AALBORG UNIVERSITy

0 6 . 0 3 . 2 0 1 3

1 7

TITEL  PRÆSENTATION  MIT NAVN  
AALBORG UNIVERSITy

Strategies and recommendations

� Publ i c  organi c procur em ent – i s not ”one si ze f i t s a l l ”

� I nst rum ent s  m ust  be dynam ic and ta i l ored

� Form al  and i n� f orm al  re l a t i ons im por tant

� Com m i tm ent f rom  dec i si on m akers i s c ruz ia l

18

Thank you for your attention      % nhk@plan.aau.dk
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