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Organic Viticulture in Europe: Development and current statistics 

Helga Willer

Abstract

This paper gives a brief overview of organic viticulture in Europe and presents the latest statistics. 
Historical development and relevant organisations

The first activities in organic viticulture date back to the 1950s when in Switzerland and Germany the first pioneers made great efforts to apply the basic principles of organic agriculture to viticulture. High insecurity regarding the yields (mainly because of plasmopora viticola) caused a stagnation in the development of organic viticulture. The pioneers of organic viticulture have received support through research only since the 1980s, when, for instance, the Swiss Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL started trials together with a state research station, resulting in the development of new crop protection methods which caused a fast increase of organic viticulture in Switzerland and the foundation of a sector specific association. 

In Germany, the Foundation Ecology & Agriculture organised the first meeting of organic wine producers from Germany, France and Switzerland in 1977. Standards for ecological grape and wine production were issued by regional organic producer groups in the years 1983 to 1985. This was a first step towards facilitating the declaration "from organic production" on the label. In 1985, the Bundesverband  Oekologischer Weinbau (Federation Organic Viticulture), now Ecovin, gathering producers specialising in organic viticulture, was established in order to defend the interests of the organic wine growers.

In Austria, private standards for organic wine production were established in 1990 by the producer association Ernte-Verband; and in 1999 Bio-Veritas, a marketing association for high quality organic wines was founded. Also in other countries specific organisations for organic producers were created e.g. in France the national Federation for Organic Wine FNIVAB (1998). In Central and Eastern Europe the beginnings of organic viticulture date back to the beginnings of the 1990s. Both in Hungary and in the Czech Republic the interests of wine growers are now defended by the organic agricultural associations. 
A major development in the history of European Organic Viticulture is the launch of the European funded project ORWINE
, which aims at developing the legislative framework for wine from organic viticulture. Data about currently applied practices, consumer and market needs in significant areas are gathered in significant wine producing areas of European Union and neighbouring countries. 
International Congresses on Organic Viticulture

The International Organic Viticulture Congresses evolved in Germany. The first congress of was held in 1985 in Geisenheim (D), organised by the German organic wine growers' association ECOVIN. At this congress, the German standards for the production of organic grapes, grape juice, wine and champagne were launched. 

The 5th congress, held in Bad Duerkheim, Germany, 1995, was the first one to be organised by all German organic producer associations and Foundation Ecology & Agriculture (SOEL), and it was also the first international organic viticulture congress. It dealt with questions of soil management and wine quality as well as farm management aspects. The 6th congress was held in Basel, Switzerland, 2000 and for the first time in conjunction with an IFOAM Scientific Conference (IFOAM 2000). For the proceedings of this congress country reports on the situation of organic viticulture in major wine producing countries were collected systematically. 
Subsequent conferences took place in conjunction with the IFOAM Organic World Congresses 2002 in Victoria (Canada) and 2005 in Adelaide (Australia). 
Statistical overview

In the past few years the statistical information on organic grape production has improved considerably. Almost all European countries – mainly the governments and in some cases the private sector organisations ‑ make data available. Additionally, Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Union compiles the basic data, gathered from the member states. 

[image: image1.emf]Organic grape production: The word's leading countries  

1'766

2'443

2'700

4'327

4'603

5'485

9'209

16'832

18'809

37'693

0 5'000 10'000 15'000 20'000 25'000 30'000 35'000 40'000

Austria

Chile

Germany

Moldova

Greece

Turkey

USA

Spain

France

Italy

Hectares

Source. FiBL Suvey 2007


Figure 1: Organic grape production world-wide as of 31.12.2006

Please note: Not for all grape producing countries data were available. Most data refer to December 31, 2006. 

Source: FiBL Survey 2007, based on information of Eurostat, private sector organisations and ministries. 
According to a survey of the Swiss Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL, at the end of 2006 in Europe more than 95’000 hectares of vineyards were managed organically, corresponding to around 2.3 % of all vineyards. In the European Union almost 85’000 hectares of vineyards were managed organically (2.5 %). Compared to other regions, Europe is by far the biggest producer. In total, globally almost 110’000 hectares are used for grape production. Outside Europe, the US and Chile are major producers (data are, however missing, for important producers like Australia or New Zealand). 
After a period of stagnation, 2001 to 2004, mainly due to a slow development in Italy and even decreases of organic vineyards, the organic grape area is currently growing. The table shows that the share of organic vineyards of all vineyards is still small. The percentage of organic vineyards is, in many cases, smaller than the percentage of organic land of all agricultural land in the respective countries. This is particularly striking for Austria and Switzerland where only little more than 3 % of the vineyards are organic whereas the total organic land is around ten per cent of all agricultural land. However, particularly in the classical wine growing countries of the Mediterranean substantial shares are reached (more than 5 % in Italy).
Table 1: Organic Viticulture in Europe 31.12.2006

	Country 
	Hectares
	Share of all vinyards

	Albania
	4.8
	0.1

	Austria
	1'766.0
	3.5

	Bulgaria
	227.8
	0.4

	Croatia
	32.0
	0.1

	Cyprus
	92.6
	0.8

	Czech Rep.
	48.0
	0.3

	Denmark
	2.4
	

	France
	18'809.0
	2.2

	Germany
	2'700.0
	2.8

	Greece
	4'602.8
	4.3

	Hungary
	594.0
	0.8

	Italy
	37'693.0
	5.2

	Luxemburg
	6.0
	0.5

	Macedonia
	21.1
	0.1

	Malta
	2.0
	0.3

	Moldova
	4'327.0
	3.1

	Portugal
	1'178.0
	0.6

	Romania
	257.0
	0.1

	Serbia/Montenegro
	6.0
	

	Slovak Republic
	125.0
	0.8

	Slovenia
	125.0
	0.8

	Spain
	16'831.6
	1.7

	Switzerland
	388.0
	3.0

	Turkey
	5'485.0
	1.0

	UK
	29.0
	4.2

	Total 
	95'319.2
	2.3

	EU 27 
	85'055.2
	2.5


Sourrce: FiBL Survey 2007, based on information of Eurostat, private sector organisations and ministries. 
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Figure 2: Development of organic viticulture in Europe 1998-2006 (ha)
Source: FiBL Survey 2007, based on information of Eurostat, private sector organisations and ministries. 
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� Helga Willer, Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL, Ackerstrasse, 5070 Frick, Switzerland, www.fibl.org


� Organic viticulture and wine-making: development of environment and consumer friendly technologies for organic wine quality improvement and scientifically based legislative framework


� Please note: Not for all countries were available for the end of 2006. In such cases the 2005 data are listed. 






