16th IFOAM Organic World Congress, Modena, Italy, June 16-20, 2008
Archived at http://orgprints.org/7256

Workshop on how to improve global data collection on organic farming
Willer, Helga
 and Hervé Bouagnimbeck

The International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements IFOAM, the Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL, Frick, and Foundation Ecology and Agriculture SOEL have been providing global organic farming statistics annually since 2000.
 In the framework of the survey the current number of farms and organic agricultural land is collected, and since the 2006 edition land use details have been included. It is planned to expand the data collection to other variables. The data are published annually in the yearbook ‘The World of organic Agriculture’ of which both IFOAM and FiBL are the publishers.
 The 2008 edition is also published by Earthscan, London, as a hardcover book.
 
Even though in many countries the data availability has improved considerably since 2000, when the data collection was started, there are still major problems associated to data collection in many countries, particularly in countries which do not have a legislation on organic farming and where there is little public interest in such data. In these countries, data collection is carried out by the private sector who does not always have access to the full data and not always the resources to process the data. 
This workshop aims to 

· Present existing models of data collection based on activities of the private sector

· A) Data based on information inspection bodies: Opportunities and problems
· B) Data based in information of the operators (exporters): Opportunities and problems
· Data classification: Land use data, production data, market data

· Outlook

The data collectors who support the global organic survey will be invited to this workshop, but it will be open to all participants of the IFOAM Organic World Congress. 
Speakers will be invited from a) inspection bodies and b) private sector representatives who collate data either from inspection bodies or operators. The workshop organisers will present their experiences with global data collection and processing. 































































































































































































































































































































� Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL, Ackerstrasse, 5070 Frick, Switzerland, E-Mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:Helga.willer@fibl.org" ��Helga.willer@fibl.org�, Internet www.fibl.org


� International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM) e.V., Charles-de-Gaulle-Str. 5, 53113 Bonn, Germany, E-mail h.bouagnimbeck@ifoam.org, Internet www.ifoam.org. 


� The survey is supported by supported by NürnbergMesse (Organiser of the BioFach Fair), and, since 2008, also by the International Trade Centre ITC and the Swiss State Secretariat of Economic Affairs SECO. 


� Willer, Helga; Yussefi-Menzler, Minou and Sorensen, Neil, Eds. (2008) � HYPERLINK "http://orgprints.org/13123/" �The World of Organic Agriculture - Statistics and Emerging Trends 2008�. International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM), DE-Bonn and Research Institute of Organic Agriculture, FiBL, CH-Frick. ISBN 978-3-934055-99-5


� Willer, Helga; Yussefi-Menzler, Minou and Sorensen, Neil, Eds. (2008) � HYPERLINK "http://orgprints.org/13123/" �The World of Organic Agriculture - Statistics and Emerging Trends 2008�. Earthscan, London. ISBN 978-1-84407-592-8









