Improving the economic viability of
organic apple production

Organic production systems for UK conditions are needed if UK growers are to capture a
bigger slice of the increasing home market for organic apples
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More than 100 apple varieties
from around the world have been
identified that have satisfactory
eating and processing
characteristics but with low
disease susceptibility. These will be
tested for their performance under
organic productionin the UKand
their fruit quality and taste will
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technologists from
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For scab and
mildew control, a
worldwide search is being
done for control materials
not currently used or
registered for organic
production inthe UK. These are
being tested, initially under
glasshouse conditions, and those
showing promise will be trialled in
field experiments.

For rosy apple aphid, the main
aphid problem in organic

Whatis HortlLink?

LINKis the UK Government’s
principal mechanism for
supporting collaborative research
partnership between UK industry
and the research base.

The HortLink programme
was launched in 1996 and has
now been extended. The aims of
the extended programme are:
@ Toimprove the sustainability
of the horticultural industry.
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biocontrol agents and some new performance of the horticultural
botanical insecticides supplied by industry.
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