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Organic manures boost productivity,
prevents soil property loss

Odisha Po;:;to Mission
a gigantic failure

tree is known by its fruits and a man by his
hievements. Dr Phalguni Das Biswas isa
scientist with a difference as his inventive genius
could find its meaningful expression in deliver-
ing a quintessential system provides a heal-
ing touch to the prevailing unstable agriculture
by restricting productivity depletion, ecosystem
pollution and food toxicity. He has ished over
40 articles in international journals like Central
an Journal irmental Bi rand The
mnonal Ioz%axc am'hnobgy.
There is a happy i of modern science with
his itory wisdom of Vedic philosophy and
its logical sublimation. His brain child Inhana
Rational Farming (IRF) technol is the only
technology in the organic world. More than 30
per cent organic tea production scenario in the
country is guided by his magical technology,
which has again been validated by the FAO-CFC-
TBI project. He throws a gauntlet that his tech-
nology could be suitably extended to all the agri-
cultural sectors, and if given a chance, his formula
can rejuvenate the entire agricultural vista by
translating PM Narendra Modis vision of a
Second Green Revolution in eastern India. But
then what prevents his dreams from turning into
a reality? The answer is possibly that in India
which is infamous with red-tapism, a messiah sci-
entist of his stature remains unheard.
In an interview to The Pioneer, Dr Das Biswas
spoke to Sugyan Choudhery during his recent
visit to the OUAT.

What about your rescarch outfit and how do
you think it can contribute to the Indian organ-
ic movement?

Organic farming is a comprehensive pack-
age that covers everything from sowing to har-
vesting. The Inhana Organic Research
Foundation has developed a technology that can
take any crop under any climatic condition in the
country in a sustainable way.

tive nutritional backdrops and by eliminating
chemical fertilisers. Then comes the final stage,
which I call in my language as Green Cultivation
where no amount of chemical or synthetic
manure is allowed. Enough organic material for
soil management is an essential prerequisite for
zero-pesticide cultivation.

The Economic of India 2015-16 says the
Union Government is going to give fertiliser
subsidies of nearly Rs 72,970 crore to farmers.
Why can’'t the Government think for organic
farming which can save such a huge national
loss?

Fertiliser is responsible for soil degradation.
Fertiliser has to be reduced, particularly nitroge-
nous fertilisers. In the event of the dimatic change
conditions of agriculture, it is the work cry. We
have successfully experimented in all kinds of
manures. Where organic manures are available,
this technology can be administered on a clus-
ter basis to farmers and for enabling them to
remove chemical fertilisers. This also ensures bet-

Dr Phaiguni Das Biswas

ter productivity, prevents soil productivity deple-
tion and provides effective means for taking care
of the plant system.

Why can't your technology be appliedon a
er scale so that it may transform the agricul-
tural scenario?

My technology could work wonders in the
tea sector since that is a highly organised sector.
The technology underwent transition down the
line in quick succession and provided the desired
results. But look at the agricultural sector of the
country which stands unorganised. There is no
apex body of farmers to whom 1 should hand over
my technology with proper procedure. Moreover,
99% of the country’s agricultural system comes
under con\vnuonﬂ agriculture where almost 90%
of the farmers are marginal ones. Besides, when
I take up the matter with cither the Central
Government or State Governments, which have
their bureaucratic systems, they do never under-
stand the technologv.



| Farmers’ suicide is happening everywhere due
technology

to loss. How can your over-
co:eosrongh

Primarily, the future demand rests on a
resilient agricultural system that can withstand

chmancvamuons.&mcourtcdm aimsat

rovmg phys:oltzﬁ efficiency of plants by
mcnlly utilising available resources, it can

work in lesser water availability conditions.
Where water is available, it can still provide bet-
ter results (hmugh agronomical intoning of the
plant managemen Our resoutoe.;g incdud-
mglandan:lumt and the only option left is
improving productivity through efficient soil
management, plant management and agronom-
ical efficiency a resilient ultural sys-
tem. Thus, ou‘:‘::‘ghhnology can :g:lc& effectively
in such conditions at bay the traumatic

situations of the farmer consequently bringing the
syndrome of suicide to a point ofdt,;ullity

Can your success story in the tea sector be
tepeated in all other sectors?

It is true indeed. When we say ec sus-
tainability, we mean all components o ccologl
cal intervention and ecol a.l alignments that
are made available whi ts in better

rowth, higher productivit mth greater agro-
rgxonncal - When yo’crn are getting tb:gup-
portof all agronom:cal < ts, it results in
better . higher productivity, and at the end
of the day, it bnngs economic sustainability. We
have ted and have been successful not
only in the tea sector but in all other agricultur-
al scctors at very critical experiments and at val-
xng ints. But it depends upon the mindset
ners, leaders and administrators, peo-

plc those who matter at last.

What is the role of IRF in the FAO-CFC-TBI

ptoject?

The project was started by the Food and
Agricultural Organisation (FAO) of the UN in
2000. 'l?wmssa)msmﬁndmnancﬁ'cctmanz
for sustainable organic tea cultivation. China
India, the two largest tea na.uons.wae
selected for the purpose. nlndna. experiment
was conducted at three climatic zones, namely,
Darjeeling, Assam and south India. We were given
to work in Assam, which alone produces 51% of
the country’s entire tea n. Our IRF tech-
nology at last showed sustainable tea
ptoducuonispomble IRF was evaluated at the
oy th‘ed. inally, at the quali
at space management and, q
tea production stage, and evcryw{crc provv.z
that sustainable organic tea producuonisposn-
ble. Such a detailed organ goduasuccesswry
in my knowledge, hasno( ned in India so

far.

Can zero-pesticide cultivation be implement-
ed in rice and exotic vegetables?

Food toxicity largely comes out of pesticides.
We have to give stress on the base level by man-
aging the soil. Large chunks of labour force or
marginalised farmers can bring out sufficient
organic manure and once this is made available,

they can go for a second stage by providing effec-

L

Yonmamo(thePM’sptopocdforhsujng
soil health cards to farmers. What's your
response to this?

I am extremely happy that for the first time
Modiji is taking such a step when the soil nutri-
tional balance has become tellingly negative. Our
lRFhascxhausnvcrcscarch.doneenoughwods
on soil mapping. I shall be extrem hq?y
PMOasksmc!oancndmyl«hr::l)gy or shar
mglthMsvxsionofavnbnnlagnadmnlh\dn
I have no hesitation in hastening the process of
the PM’s proposed Second Green Revolution

our IRF technology if at all we are
approached for the same.

World leaders after the Paris Summit are con-
cerned over climate change and food security.
Do you 4
Guna.slre“d\angc has its effect on crop failure.

What we need for this is a resilient plant system
supported by hi agronomic conditions and
a productive soil system. Chemical fertilisers are
doing more harm than good and should be sub-
stituted by organic harming. This way agricul-
ture can mitigate climate change and we have less-
er effect on our crops by a resilient plant system.

The Potato Mission in Odisha is a failure.
What's your observation?

The Potato Mission in Odisha is a gigantic
failure. Smccm«tmsnocomd\cnsmsystctn
for seed to combat dis-
case, no adherence formal. it happened so. The
prodt.u:uvnyof()dnshapo(aossoxofd\cnagh

West Bengal and much below than
nauorzﬁmgc.\'ounccdwprodmescedswith
elaborate testing and at least five months before
you go to the fi Even if the seeds are available
with their worth, you need a comprehensive tech-
nology to su rt this. The Potato Mission was
pmhbylmmmlhagmacshavm theoreti-
cal visage that consequently ended in o. The
Odisha Government can use our IRF technolo-
gy for a time-sensitive crop like potato as for every
projectwetakc up the accountability till its suc-

essful mission. But again [ am constrained to say
burcaucracy here frustrates genuine scientific
organisations.

How do you think that you can produce
organic to suit to the palate of the
Lord Jagannath?

I must candidly confess that I am a strong
believer in the cult of Lord ] . People
should not misunderstand me as I am a sci-
entist devotee of the Lord, as I strongly
believe that religion and science are not
opposed to each other. Whatever advancement
I have achieved in my research, it is owing to
the blessings of the Lord. When the offerings
in all other temples are called Prasad, here it
is the Mahaprasad taken by devotees. Hence
it should be tree from pollutants, chemicals and
toxic elements producing rice through
organic farming. t would my greatest
prayer to Him. I am ready to be on the job if
I am asked by the temple administration or by
the CM of Odisha.



