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A soil quality test is available on http://www.agronet.fi/peltomaan_laatutesti to evaluate the quality

of Finnish agricultural soils. The test examines chemical, physical and biological properties of soils,

and thus, gives a comprehensive picture of soil quality. Soil quality means the capability of the soil to

maintain its versatile processes, and produce good yields and wholesome food with minimum harm

to the environment. The soil quality test is a tool for the farmers to manage their soils. It focuses on

the most important factors determining soil quality. The test comprises of three parts: an evaluation

of the farmer’s own farming practices, observations on the field, and additional measurements on

the field. In addition, laboratory results of a soil fertility analysis are included. The test is valid on

cultivated mineral soils. The first part of the test is an introspective questionnaire, which helps the

farmer to assess the cultivation techniques, soil properties and vegetation on the investigated plot.

The most important part of the test is observations about soil structure and biological processes.

Observations are made on the field by looking and touching the soil with the help of exact

instructions. Scores are given according to the observations. The third part is optional. It consists of

simple measurements of soil physical and biological properties. Some special equipment is needed

on this part, whereas the other parts can be done independently. The scores of the observations, the

results of the optional measurements, and the results of the fertility analysis are saved on a form,

and the same form gives the results. The results are scaled and illustrated in order to make them

easily understandable. Finally, the test gives a list of proposed actions that the farmer can take in

order to improve possible poor soil properties found by the test.
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