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Visual monitoring of landscapes is a research project which has involved the development of a photographic method for documenting cultural landscapes and monitoring their changes. The method is based on systematic rephotography, with identically composed photographs taken at specified vantage points in research sites at certain intervals. 

Landscapes in this study are approached as complex wholes which include not only the physical terrain, but also the observations and interpretations made of landscapes by people. The visual appearance of any landscape consists of countless views in different directions, views that change from one moment to the next. We can acquire a good general idea of the landscape when we record enough views by photographing them. With the same views photographed repeatedly, we gain exact and detailed information about changes that have taken place in the landscape. 

The study began in 1996 with an initial documentation of 13 agricultural landscape sites in different parts of Finland. The vantage points were selected from each area based on a map survey. Photos were taken at each vantage point towards each of the four cardinal points. Repeat documentation was performed in 2000 and 2005. In addition, traditional rural landscapes were also photographed in 48 fresh meadows. 

The photographic material has been archived using museum methods for long-term preservation. The photographic method developed for the project can be used as a monitoring tool in all kinds of landscape management projects. The photographic records created with this method can be used in the planning and steering of landscape management, in agricultural policy making and the monitoring of land use projects. 

The presentation includes several pairs and sets of images on landscape changes. 
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